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INTRODUCTION, BY YOUR VIRTUAL CHAIRMAN
Dear all,
You all have been very patient but your patience has been rewarded, here it is, Bulletin
13. It was worthwhile waiting for it. This Bulletin has a lot of good news.
Just read it, and I am sure you agree.
We start with news about the cruisers. Very good news indeed. They are protected now
under as well British and Dutch law.
After that a moment for my Treasure Chest: a very fine and interesting collection of
Memorials, all over the UK.
Again we welcome new Members, this time just four, but they are very welcome. Their
comrades are applauding them.
-

Gunner Harry Mackey, HMS Hogue
Frederick Lloyd, HMS Aboukir
Henry McWhirter, HMS Aboukir
Hugh D. Bennett, HMS Cressy

I conclude with this story: ‘A BEM, in the aftermath of the Centennial of 22 September
1914’.
My best wishes to you all. And: as always looking forward to your reactions.
The next Bulletin-14 is scheduled late summer, probably 22 September next. If before
that date something urgent pops up, I will let you know.
Henk H.M. van der Linden
Chairman
If you wish to unsubscribe, just let me know!

HMS Aboukir, HMS Cressy, HMS Hogue ARE NOW PROTECTED BY
BRITISH LAW
It took over 100 years but from 3rd March 2017 on ‘our‘ three cruisers are protected by
British law. Protection under Dutch law exists since last year. It is now up to the
authorities to guarantee this protection and to prosecute anyone breaking this law.
STATUTO R Y

INSTRUMENTS

2017 No. 147
DEFENCE
The Protection of Military Remains Act 1986 (Designation of
Vessels and Controlled Sites) Order 2017
Made

-

-

-

-

9th February 2017

Coming into force -

-

3rd March 2017

The vessels specified in Schedule 1 appear to the Secretary of State for Defence (“the Secretary of
State”) to fall within section 1(2)(a) and (3) of the Protection of Military Remains Act 1986 (a) (“the
Act”).
The areas specified in Schedule 2 appear to the Secretary of State to fall within section 1(2)(b) and
(4) of the Act.
The Secretary of State accordingly makes the following Order in exercise of the powers conferred by
section 1(2) of the Act—

Citation, commencement and interpretation
1.—(1) This Order may be cited as the Protection of Military Remains Act 1986 (Designation of
Vessels and Controlled Sites) Order 2017 and shall come into force on 3rd March 2017.
(2) In this Order any reference to a point is a reference to a point given by co-ordinates based on the
World Geodetic System 1984.

Designated vessels
2. Each of the vessels specified in Schedule 1 to this Order is designated as a vessel to which
the Act applies.
Designated controlled sites
3. Each of the areas specified in Schedule 2 to this Order is designated as a controlled site.
Revocation
4. The Protection of Military Remains Act 1986 (Designation of Vessels and Controlled Sites)
Order 2012 (b) is revoked.
(a) 1986 c. 35.
(b) S.I. 2012/1110.

Earl Howe
Minister of State
Ministry of Defence

9th February 2017

SCHEDULES
SCHEDULE 1
Designated vessels
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)
(l)
(m)
(n)
(o)
(p)
(q)
(r)
(s)
(t)
(u)
(v)
(w)
(x)
(y)
(z)
(aa)
(ab)
(ac)
(ad)
(ae)
(af)
(ag)
(ah)
(ai)
(aj)
(ak)
(al)

Name of Vessel
Atlantic Conveyor
HMS Aboukir
HMS Acheron
HMS Amphion
HMHS Anglia
HMS Ardent
SS Armenian
HMT Beech
HMS Black Prince
HMS Blackwood
HMS Boadicea
HMS Bullen
HMS Calgardian
RFA Creosol
HMS Cressy
HMS Curacao
HMS Defence
HMS Delight
HMS Duke of Albany
HMS Exmoor
HMS E18
HMS E47
HMS E49
HMS E50
HMS Falmouth
HMS Fisgard II
HMS Fitzroy
HMS Fortuna
HMS Fortune
HMS Gloucester
HMS Ghurka
HMS G8
HMS Hogue
HMS Hood
HMS Indefatigable
HMS Invincible
RFA Isleford
HMS K4

Date of sinking (on or about)
25th May 1982
22nd September 1914
17th December 1940
6th August 1914
17th November 1915
31st May 1916
28th June 1915
22nd June 1941
31st May 1916
15th June 1944
13th June 1944
6th December 1944
1st March 1918
7th February 1918
22nd September 1914
2nd October 1942
31st May 1916
29th July 1940
26th August 1916
25th February 1941
26th May 1916
20th August 1917
12th March 1917
31st January 1918
20th August 1916
17th September 1914
27th May 1942
3rd April 1941
31st May 1916
22nd May 1941
8th February 1917
14th January 1918
22th September 1914
24th May 1941
31st May 1916
31st May 1916
25th January 1942
31st January 1918
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Article 2

(am)
(an)
(ao)
(ap)
(aq)
(ar)
(as)
(at)
(au)
(av)
(aw)
(ax)
(ay)
(az)
(ba)
(bb)
(bc)
(bd)
(be)
(bf)
(bg)
(bh)
(bi)
(bj)
(bk)
(bl)
(bm)
(bn)
(bo)
(bp)
(bq)
(br)
(bs)
(bt)
(bu)
(bv)
(bw)
(bx)
(by)
(bz)
(ca)

HMS K17
HMT Kurd
HMS L24
HMS Lady Patricia
HMS Laurentic
HMS Loyalty
HMS Lynx
HMS M1
HMS M2
SS Mendi
HMS Moldavia
HMS Mourne
HMS Nestor
HMS Nomad
HMS Pathfinder
HMS Patia
HMS Penylan
HMS Pheasant
HMS Prince of Wales
HMS Queen Mary
HMS Repulse
HMS Shark
HMS Sheffield
RFA Sir Galahad
HMS Sparrowhawk
SS Storaa
HMS Swordfish
HMS Tipperary
HMS Turbulent
HMS Umpire
HMS Vandal
HMS Vervain
HMS Viknor
HMS Vortigern
HMS Warrior
HMS Warwick
the U-12
the U714
the U-1018
the U-1063
the UB-65

31st January 1918
10th July 1945
10th January 1924
20th May 1917
23rd January 1917
22nd August 1944
9th August 1915
12th November 1925
26th January 1932
21st February 1917
23rd May 1918
15th June 1944
31st May 1916
31st May 1916
5th September 1914
27th April 1941
3rd December 1942
1st March 1917
10th December 1941
31st May 1916
10th December 1941
31st May 1916
9th May 1982
25th June 1982
31st May 1916
3rd November 1943
7th November 1940
31st May 1916
31st May 1916
19th July 1941
24th February 1943
20th February 1945
13th January 1915
15th March 1942
31st May 1916
20th February 1944
5th October 1939
14th March 1945
27th February 1945
15th April 1945
14th July 1918

SCHEDULE 1

Article 3

Designated controlled sites

(a)

Remains of
concerned
HMS Bulwark

vessels Area designated as
Latitude
of Longitude
controlled site
relevant point
o
Area situated within 51°25.392′ N.
E.
f00°39.172′
relevant point
100 metres from the
relevant point
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(b)

HMS Natal

(c)

HMS A7

(d)

HMS Dasher

(e)

HMS Royal Oak

(f)

HMS Vanguard

(g)

UB-81

(h)

HMS H5

(i)

HMS Hampshire

(j)

HMS Affray

(k)

HMS Formidable

(l)

HMS Exmouth

Area
situated
within 100 metres
from the relevant
Area
situated
point
within 200 metres
from the relevant
Area
situated
point
within 200 metres
from the relevant
Area
situated
point
within 200 metres
from the relevant
Area
situated
point
within 200 metres
from the relevant
Area
situated
point
within 250 metres
from the relevant
Area
situated
point
within 300 metres
from the relevant
Area
situated
point
within 300 metres
from the relevant
Area
situated
point
within 400 metres
from the relevant
Area
situated
point
within 400 metres
from the relevant
Area
pointsituated
within 750 metres
relevant
from thepoint

57°41.244′ N.

04°05.310′ W.

50°18.518′ N.

04°17.984′ W.

55°37.747′ N.

05°00.953′ W.

58°55.848′ N.

02°59.001′ W.

58°51.400′ N.

03°06.405′ W.

50°29.442′ N.

00°58.351′ W.

53°05.483′ N.

04°41.975′ W.

59°07.065′ N.

03°23.843′ W.

49°50.023′ N.

02°34.533′ W.

50°13.179′ N.

03°04.071′ W.

58°18.467′ N.

02°28.938′ W.

EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Order)
This is the sixth Order made under the Protection of Military Remains Act 1986 (“the Act”) and revokes
the previous Order.
Article 2 provides for, and Schedule 1 lists, the vessels designated as vessels to which the Act applies. This
list includes the following vessels, which are designated as vessels for the first time under the Act: HMS
Aboukir, HMHS Anglia, SS Armenian, HMS Cressy, HMS E47, HMS E49, HMS Falmouth, HMS Hogue,
HMS Lady Patricia, HMS Laurentic, HMS Moldavia, HMS Pheasant, HMS Viknor.
Article 3 provides for, and Schedule 2 lists, the areas designated as controlled sites under the Act. Article
4 revokes the previous Order.
A place is ‘a protected place’ under the Act if it comprises the remains of a vessel designated under article
2 and is on the sea bed or in the immediate vicinity of where the remains were left.
An area designated as a ‘controlled site’ does not extend around a place any more than is necessary for the
purpose of protecting or preserving the remains of a vessel or on account of the difficulty of identifying that
place.
© Crown copyright 2017 Printed and published in the UK by The Stationery Office Limited under the authority and superintendence of
Carol Tullo, Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office and Queen’s Printer of Acts of Parliament.
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THE UK PRESS
From The Medway News, 11 March 2017 (Thank you Mrs Tessa Towner, of FOMA, Friends of
Medway Archives). Author Mr Peter Cook
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THE SITUATION IN THE NETHERLANDS
Since 1 July 2016 the three cruisers (and other ships) are protected by Dutch Heritage Law.
Especially article 5.1, that is about ‘prohibiting digging’ is important in this. What does
‘digging’ mean, according to Dutch law? ‘To dig‘ related to underwater bottom or soil means
that removing or shifting objects that are on the bottom of waters is an excavation. And
excavations in The Netherlands are prohibited without a special permit. Dutch law is now
extended from just excavations on land to excavations at sea. Salvaging of historical wrecks
is now under the permit-regime of Dutch law. And that means that offenders will be
prosecuted.
This counts too for the three cruisers, just out of Dutch territorial waters, because the Dutch
coastzone has by law now been enlarged for Heritage Law purposes.
To write this takes just nine lines and two minutes. To achieve this has cost a lot of time and
efforts. Thanks to the Dutch organisations ‘Get Wet Maritime’ of Mr Ben Stiefelhagen and
his collegues, the ‘Stichting Duik de Noordzee Schoon’ (‘Divers clean the Northsea,
Foundation’), UNESCO, and others this has been realised.
And of course I did my bit too.

FROM HENK’s TREASURE CHEST

In Bulletin-11 I presented The LBS Archives 1, in Bulletin-12 The LBS Archives 2. And now The
LBS Archives 3. It is on our website!
It is a very nice collection of documents. One of our supporters took a lot of trouble to look
for and find memorials of the men on the cruisers. Our supporter looked for photo’s of those
monuments. And studied the names on it. So: help yourself. Have a look at the photo’s and
the names and maybe you find your Member on it. And maybe you did not know…
If you discover anything worthwhile or have a question: let me know, and I’ll communicate
with our ‘supporter’. And I’ll be back to you!. h.van.der.linden@tip.nl
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All photo’s have been found on the internet. The Copyrights are indicated. Our Society is
purely a Society of Descendants of the Men on the three cruisers. There is no profit in it, no
subscription. It is just a virtual Society to remember those Men. Thinking from this
philosophy we trust that the copyright owners agree. And we trust too, that everyone else
who wishes to make use of these photo’s contacts the owners by law.
Henk van der Linden
Virtual Chairman of The Live Bait Squadron Society

ABOUT THE MEN
About Harry Mackey (HMS Hogue)
Mr Colin Banham, from Kingston, Ontario, writes:
‘I have recently started researching family history branching out from my own surname and
have discovered that one of my great grandfathers (dad's mum's dad) was killed while
serving aboard HMS Hogue.
Gnr Harry Mackey (Royal Fleet Reserve B789) who had previously served 12 years with the
Royal Marine Artillery.
I am currently reading as much material as I can on this important naval engagement
through various internet sites and museum archives. I look forward to obtaining the book
shortly and am happy to be visiting the UK/France from my native Canada on a Battlefield
Study tour in August 2017 and will visit the Portsmouth Naval Memorial as one of my stops.
Thanks to all for their efforts on this site and for perpetuating the memory of the victims’.
Henk’s details: Harry Mackey, Gunner, RMA/5753, (RMR/B/789). Royal Marine Artilley. Age
37. Son of Alfred James and Amelia Mackey, of Brighton, husband of Florence Mackey, of 39,
The Avenue, Moulcombe, Brighton. 5.

About Frederick Allan Lloyd (HMS Aboukir)
David (Frederick Lloyd) wrote me this:
‘Frederick Allan Lloyd , the 16year old bugler lost on Aboukir was my grandfather's oldest
son. He was in the RMLI . I have his bronze plaque and a telegram from the King
sympathising with his loss.
I wonder if he is mentioned in any of the diaries? My family has no knowledge of the
circumstances of his death. That's why I want to read the book’.
Comments Henk: I am afraid I have no information at all about young Frederick. In my book
is the story of his collegue bugler on HMS Aboukir (page 134-135), 15 years old, Cecil Kneller,
who survived. Cecil describes his cicumstances of survival, these may be similar to the
circumstances of Frederick’s tragic death.
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About Henry McWhirter (HMS Aboukir)
From Gillian McWhirter Bruce (Canada)
Hello,
I am interested if you know of a way to obtain a copy of the Live Bait Squadron dvd in NTSC
format or as a digital download. My great grandfather, Henry McWhirter, was a retired
shipwright recalled for duty to the Aboukir. After the Aboukir was hit, he was possibly
rescued by the Cressy before it, too, was hit. He was eventually picked up by the destroyer
Lennox and brought back to the Royal Naval Hospital in Gillingham.
I am sure my father and other members of my family would be very interested in the
documentary. We all live in the USA and Canada.
Thank you for your assistance,
Gillian McWhirter Bruce
I sent Gillian this link, it can be used by any of you, it is for free, thanks to Klaudie Bartelink
the filmmaker.
http://onderwaterbeelden.nl/the-live-bait-squadron/
Klaudie Bartelink looks forward to your reactions, if you wish so, use this emailadress:
klaudie@onderwaterbeelden.nl.
And please have me in the c.c. h.van.der.linden@tip.nl. Your reactions are input for my next
Bulletin!

About Hugh Donald Bennett (HMS Cressy)
Mr Alan Braithwaite sent me his story. Well done Mr Braithwaite, we all welcome Hugh!
Lieutenant R.N.R. Hugh Donald Bennett (1877 – 1914)
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Background
Hugh Donald Bennett was born 21st May 1877, the 4th son of George and Eliza Laura Bennett
(nee Dyer) of Little Rissington Manor, Gloucestershire, England. The 1891 census lists Hugh
as being born in Bredon, Worcestershire, where Eliza’s family home was located.
Hugh was one of nine (9) children born to George and Eliza Bennett between the time of
their marriage in 1871 and George’s death in 1885. George served with the Cape Mounted
Rifles, an irregular army unit that included enlistments from both military and civilian
conscripts, and held the rank of Captain at the time of his death.
Parish records indicate the Bennett family were landowners and millers in the Little
Rissington area from the 16th Century.
After George’s death in 1885, Eliza Laura returned to Bredon, with her nine children, and
took up residence in the “Old Mansion”, a house adjacent to her family home (Bredon
Manor) and owned by her father. The Manor House at Little Rissington remained in the
estate of George Bennett until it was sold in the early 1920’s.
From 1887 to 1890 Hugh, along with his four brothers, attended the Dean Close Memorial
School in Cheltenham, as a boarder. In April 1890 (at the age of 12), Hugh was enrolled as a
cadet on the H.M.S. Conway at Birkenhead, a naval training ship, where he completed a
three year cadetship. Hugh joined the P & O Steam Navigation Company in July 1897 and
held various positions with the P & O Line until he was called up for active service 3rd August
1914, when he was appointed to H.M.S. Cressy as an officer with the rank of Lieutenant RNR.
Hugh died during the sinking of the H.M.S Cressy 22nd September 1914. He was 36 years of
age and unmarried at the time of his death.
The HMS Conway archives have several references to Hugh’s time at the training ship and
various articles on his progress once he left and was employed in the merchant marine.

Hugh Donald Bennett circa 1890 in a H.M.S. Conway naval cadet uniform.
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Little Rissington Manor House, Little Rissington, Glouchestershire.

Memorial plaque of Hugh Donald Bennett located in St Giles Church, Bredon,
Worcestershire.
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Eliza Laura Stringer remained in Bredon until her death in 1921.

Memorial plaque of Hugh Donald Bennett located, Bredon, Worcestershire.
Note 1: Eliza Laura Bennett remarried Lieutenant Colonel Frederick Stringer after her first
husband (George Bennett) died, and gave birth to two more children, included Lieutenant
Frederick Thurson Stringer also listed on memorial above.
The following extract lists postings (ships) Hugh Donald Bennett served on from 1897 to
1914 is included in a publication entitled “The Roll of Honour” A biographical Record of all
His Majesty’s Naval and Military Forces who have fallen in the Great War, compiled by The
Marquis De Ruvigny.
A copy of Volume 1 can be located online at www.blairlogie-scotland.org refer page 30.
BENNETT, HUGH DONALD. Lieut., Royal Naval Reserve. H.M.S Cressv, 4th s. of the late
George Bennett, of Little Rissington, Gloucestershire, by his wife Eliza Laura (now wife of Col.
F. Stringer, of the Old Mansion, Bredon. Tewkesburv), dau. of Nathan Dyer; b. Bredon. 21
May, 1877; educ. Dean Close School, Cheltenham and H.M.S. Conway, training ship,
Birkenhead. Joined the P. & O. Steam Navigation Company and Royal Naval Reserve. 23 Julv.
1897; served as 5th officer, s.s. Carthage (23 July. 1897). and Oriental (10 Aug. 1897) ; 4th
officer, s.s. Ceylon (28 Oct. 1897); 5th officer, s.s. Oriental (8 Nov. 1897); and Himalaya (10
Nov 1897); 4th officer, s.s. Sumatra (8 March, 1898) and Australia (30 Sept. 1898); 3rd
officer, s.s. Australia (30 Jan. 1899). Oriental (19 Feb. 1900), Britannia (15 Jan. 1901); 2nd
officer, s.s. Britannia (19 Sept. 190l - l3 June. 1902). Plassy (2 Sept. 1904 - 13 April, 1905),
Dock staff (23 Feb. 1907). Sumatra (4 July, 1907), Marmora (28 Sept. 1908 - 10 Oct. 1910);
Chief Officer, s.s. Palma (21 June. 1911 - 3 Aug. 1914) being twice (21 May - l0 June. I913 and
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14 July - 3 Aug. 1914) Acting Commander. Called up on mobilization 3 Aug. 1914, and
appointed to H.M.S. Cressy. He was lost in the North Sea when that ship was torpedoed, 22
Sept. 1914; unm.
Note 2: A concurrent photograph of Hugh Donald Bennett is attached to the above article.

A BEM, in the aftermath of the Centennial of 22 September 1914
This is a quite extraordinary story, and I (Henk) wish to share it with you.
It must have been in April 2016 that an email from the PA of the British Defence Attaché for
The Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg landed in my mailbox. The PA of Colonel James I
R Phillips expressed the wish of the Colonel, to have a chat with me. I answered, ‘OK, I am
quite willing to come over to The Hague, but what are we going to talk about?’. ‘Nothing
special’, was the reply. ‘Just a chat, but you need not come here, the Colonel is coming over
to you’. ‘Strange’, I thought, ‘a British Benelux Defence Attaché must have lots of spare time,
coming over here’.
But his PA insisted. So on the 9th May I welcomed him and his driver here in ‘sHertogenbosch. Coffee, cakes, and to start with some small talk. After that he requested me
to tell the story of the cruisers and my involvement with it. Of course I bait, he had a catch!
After 1,5 hour he leaned over to his bag and fumbled with some papers. ‘To be honest’, he
said, ‘I am here for your signature, here on this form’. ‘What do I sign for?’ ‘That you agree
that the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs proposes to submit your
name to HM the Queen to receive an honorary British Empire Medal (BEM)’.
It was like a gentle lightning striking.
And of course I gave my signature. Colonel Phillips said: ‘We need about six weeks for the
paperwork, and here are your instructions.’
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So, I counted the weeks. No message at all. June passed, summer passed, autumn fell. I
started thinking: ‘The Queen did not agree, did I forget to pay traffic fines or taxes…?’. I
expected a: ‘It is a pity, but….’.
Suddenly: in November thé email landed: ‘it is really true’. We need just look for a date. As
two Dutch ladies were to receive a BEM too, for their efforts regarding WW2 veterans it has
been a puzzle to fix the date. Finally we agreed upon Friday 17 March, at the Residence of
the British Ambassador in The Hague. Each of us were to hand over a Guest List and the
Ambassador sent out the invitations. I invited the First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Philip Jones, to
attend. This was his reaction:
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A pity he could not be there, but a lot of others were. From UK and from Germany.
Descendants of the men on the cruisers, descendants of Otto Weddigen, of the U9.
This is the official document:
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And here is a photo of the British Ambassador, Sir Geoffrey Adams, handing it over:

And Toos, my wife, and me:
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The Considerations of HM The Queen:
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I had prepared a speech, but this did not fit into the Programme. So: here it is, my intended
speech.
Mr Ambassador, Sir Geoffrey, Colonel James Phillips, Cpt Richard Channon, the
Representative of Medway Cllr Adrian Gulvin, The Mayor of The Hague, Mr Tom de Bruijn,
the Deputy Mayor of my hometown ’s-Hertogenbosch Mr Eric Logister, my Family and
friends, and my two BEM-collegues Hiltje, Jeanne and their company.
Thank you, Mr Ambassador for your kind words and your great hospitality.
The moment I learned about this great honour I decided to dedicate it to the men on the
cruisers and their families. This honour is because of my efforts to do them justice, after 100
years. These efforts have been made possible by many people, several are here now. I owe
you all a lot. My invitation to be my guest here is my way to express my gratitude. I do not
need mention your names, for you all know I personally have something in common with
each of you. Each of you played a part in this history, and consequently played a part in my
life. You were very welcome.
I wish to thank one person in particular: my wife Toos. This adventure of mine lasts now for
13 years, and took me and her a lot of time, worries and effort. Without her support and
tolerance I never would have been in Chatham 22 September 2014.
You all are on my guest list because you all did play a significant role in achieving the first
one and only remembrance service in 100 years for these men.
My list counts about sixty persons who actively participated in my adventure. A few days ago
I gave the list a final check. This final check brought me an unexpected surprise.
You all know that I accidentally met with the story of the cruisers. Most people think I myself
found the story. That is not true: it is the story that found me, and walked away with me. Of
this list of sixty guests just five did support me because I requested them to do so. Those five
are present here now, and they know that I am talking about them.
Of the 55 others, a lot of them are present here too. How come I met you? It is almost
unbelievable, but very true: I did not find you, you found me. All of you, I never met before,
never heard about, YOU FOUND ME, you phoned, mailed, wrote me letters and just offered:
‘Dear Henk, can I help you?”. And each of you came out of the blue.
Just like the story that found me at the cemetary, a lot of you did find me. Strange, isn’t it?
Wonderful, isn’t it?
To conclude: we all have something in common. We all share a wonderful experience; a once
in a lifetime experience.
The disaster on 22 September 1914 caused a lot of grief and distress to over 1400 British
families. It caused disrupted families. It caused severe psychological family wounds, wounds
that after 100 years still are not mended. But: with achieving the Remembrance Service 22
September 2014 we, you and me, seem to have done a fine job helping these families to
reconcile with history.
Thank you, thank you all.
Henk H.M. van der Linden
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