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INTRODUCTION, BY YOUR VIRTUAL CHAIRMAN
Dear all,
And here it is, Bulletin 12, published 22 September. Indeed, a remarkable day. A day that
means a lot to hundreds, perhaps even thousands of readers. Today 102 years ago a terrible
disaster took place just off the Dutch coast, with an enormous impact on many, many
families. An impact a lot of descendants still are aware off.
Before you read on, take are short break, just sit and remember them.

Thank you.
For now: welcome again to this Bulletin. It took some time to write it (No 11 was published
in January). The main reason was that just a few new Members arrived in the meantime. Too
few for a proper Bulletin. So I waited, until last August I decided to publish it on occasion of
the anniversary.
So, in this Bulletin again you can read about men on the cruisers. Most of them have not
been presented before and landed in my mailbox since the January 2016 Bulletin-11.
This does not mean this Bulletin is minor to the others. On the contrary, it is of great value.
For example: in this Bulletin you find a link to the documentary ‘The Live Bait Squadron’. A
documentarys 52 minutes, full color, produced bij Klaudie Bartelink, about the three
cruisers. The UK release was 21 September 2014 in Chatham and the NL release 24
September in The Hague. About the documentary and Klaudie see this Bulletin.
And much more to read and think about in this Bulletin.
Bulletin-13 will be there. I presume after the Festive Season, January 2017.
My best wishes to you all. And: as always looking forward to your reactions.

Henk H.M. van der Linden
Chairman
If you wish to unsubscribe, just let me know!
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TO CONSIDER and react upon
This is a part of the January 2016 Bulletin-11, in a different type of writing
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Mrs Una Urquhart, (her story about her relative James Shepard (Aboukir) was
published in Bulletin-10), mailed me this, 28.07.2015:
‘Dear Henk, I congratulate you on all your work this year and in previous years – you
have given the opportunity for families of those killed to search their own documents
and provide information about individuals (including my grandfather, PO James
Shepherd). From these you have created a unique historical record for the future,
fascinating in detail and valuable for social history too. Thank you. Una.’
I loved her message, but left it at that, because I am pleased with every compliment,
like them everytime they land in my mailbox, they encourage me, but I never publish
them.
14 October 2015 she reminded me of her email, and said:
‘In Bulletin-11 which you are preparing, if you wish, please include my previous
message’.
My answer was, that I did not intend to publish her, by me, ‘deeply appreciated mail’,
unless she can clarify what she wrote in het last lines. ‘So if you give it a try to write
an explanation about what is included in this line, I’ll publish it. Why: because that is
more than a compliment, as so many gave me, but a serious contribution to what I
have done over the years’.
And she did:
‘In the family archives you have brought together, you have created a unique and
fascinating historical record for the future. Without your assemblage of documents,
many facts might have been lost forever. When we read about the lives of those who
were killed, we can have some understanding of their lives before their service with
the Royal Navy and we also learn a little about their families too. These archives will
be a valuable collection for future generations as well as for us. The archives could
be used not only by those who study the tragedy of war but also in social history
studies. For instance, researches might include the reasons why those in the Live
Bait Squadron joined the Royal Navy, the different areas of the United Kingdom in
which they had lived, the style of official documents, or searches for information
about the families they left behind. A priceless collection indeed.
Una Urquhart, Aberdeen
11 11 2015

What now? I know that many historians are on my mailing list, and I suppose they all
read this. I am no historian, to me this message sounds OK and thrilling too. My
doway.’ I am in no need for a discussion between professionals in history and
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sociology, but if something practical pops up, I’ll be there for you all to arrange it and
organise it.
Idea? Henk
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------No reactions at all, which is a pity. I invite all readers, especially those who considered an
answer, to communicate their suggestions. You are very welcome!
Henk

FROM HENK’s TREASURE CHEST

In Bulletin-11 I presented The LBS Archives 1 and now I present The LBS Archives 2. It is on
our website!
It has two documents. The first one is an interesting article I found on the website of The
Scarborough Maritime Heritage Centre. It is from the book “Beneath a Foreign Sky”, by Paul
Allen. Its title 1914- The death of the ‘live bait squadron’.
The second document I discovered in the archives of the Imperial War Museum, some years
ago I was over there because of the research for my book. It is the story of cadet Hereward
Hook, ‘Our first naval disaster – the Aboukir, Hogue and Cressy’. Cadet Hook survived and
wrote this story for the Cambridge ‘Granta’ in 1919. In November 1954 Commander Hook
added ‘one or two extra bits’. As you can see this is a document straight from his typewriter.
Of course you realise why these documents exactly at this day pop up from my treasure
chest.
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The documentary ‘The Live Bait Squadron’
This documentary is an intitiative of Klaudie Bartelink (The Netherlands). She has a Master in
Didactics/Education, her registered business is ‘Learning by Action’. Her passion is to bring
the sea and underwaterlife by videocamera into the classroom. Why? Because protecting
sea and sea life is essential in protecting life on earth in general. Within this context
protecting wrecks is very important to her. Every year she is the filming partner in two Dutch
‘NorthSea Expeditions’, the results are always in our TV-news and press.
Klaudie and her husband travel a lot, three months a year they travel the world, her husband
is the organiser and she films. With great success. She is really a pro. Klaudie and I met for
the first time in 2011. After she read my book (in Dutch) about the cruisers she contacted
me, and said: ‘I’d love to make a documentary about the Cruisers’. And I said ‘OK’. The
research and all contacts were my job, Klaudie’s was the script, the filming and the
assembling.
It is amazing what she has done. It is the story of the men on the cruisers, told by the story
of Duncan Stubbs, 15 year young cadet from Dartmouth. But it is too the story of Otto
Weddigen, the German U-boat captain, the story of the salvagers who take profit of the
ships, and the story of the sea and new sealife in the ships.
The UK release of the documentary was 21 September 2014 in Chatham, attended by some
200 relatives of the men. The Dutch release was 24 September in The Hage, attended by
some 300 (mostly friends and family). I understand about 100 dvd’s have been sold. So my
conclusion is too few relatives have had the opportunity to see this documentary.
I proposed Klaudie to have this available for all Members of our Society. And indeed, she
said immediately ‘Yes, consider this a present from me to all, on the 102 anniversary of the
disaster’. 22 September 2016.
And here it is: the link to the documentary.
http://onderwaterbeelden.nl/the-live-bait-squadron/
Klaudie Bartelink looks forward to your reactions, if you wish so, use this emailadress:
klaudie@onderwaterbeelden.nl.
And please have me in the c.c. h.van.der.linden@tip.nl. Your reactions are input for my next
Bulletin!
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MEMORIALS AND MONUMENTS
For now just this: In my archives I have a survey (photo’s and names) of a lot of monuments
in UK that mention the Cruisers men. I’ll publish that in January next, after the Festive
Season, in The LBS Archives 3. Promised!

ABOUT THE MEN
About Thomas Arthur Jobbins (HMS Aboukir)
His name may ring a bell. Indeed, Thomas has been welcomed before, in Bulletin-4, but
Sandy Topley had no information at all, just this:
Thomas Arthur Jobbins was Stoker 1st Class aboard Aboukir. His granddaughter Mrs S.M.
Topley gave me this token of remembrance at the Ceremony at St. George’s Centre,
Chatham, 22 September 2012:

Never despair, never stop looking for information. And do not say ‘Hurray’ immediately. Just
keep on thinking. That is what Sandy teaches us all. Here our mail exchange:
‘Hi Henk i wanted to share my joy with you. i have a picture of Thomas Arthur Jobbins’
(7 January 2016),
“Dear Sandra,
I am the webmaster for the Benfleet Community Archive which is how I have your email address. It is
only being used for this communication.

6

On 24th September 2014 you placed a comment on our site asking if anybody had a photograph of
your grandfather Thomas Arthur Jobbins who perished on the Aboukir, We have just received one
from a correspondent called Slav and we have put it on the site.
Regards
Phil Coley
BCA Webmaster

Hi Sandy,
Thank you, he will be in my next Bulletin-12. Great news for you and your family. Very happy for you
too.
Henk
Thanks Henk ive cut the picture down for u - sandy

But, unfortunately Slav had made a mistake. Sandy discovered it wasn’t Thomas on the
photo Slav delivered.
Mrs Sandy Topley was devastated, you will understand.
But: The search for a photo of Thomas Jobbins goes on.
If you can help Sandy, please let me know.

About Herbert Riley (HMS Aboukir)
Herbert Riley (15) was a cadet from Dartmouth. Just like some of his friends he has been
torpedoed three times, but finally drowned. He was one of 13 cadets who did not survive.
Mr CJ. Scaife wrote me 3 March:
Regarding the memorial at Dartmouth for Herbert Lawson Riley aged 15 in 1914 and the
picture shown in this website.
I am in charge of the Archives of Robert Thompson Craftsmen Ltd of Kilburn N.Yorks. The
Riley family of Brough Hall Catterick were very good customers and I am wondering if the
plaque of Herbert could be one of our creations. I am looking at a drawing of a grave Board
made to remember the life of Edith Lawson Riley who was Herbert's mother. All the details of
Herbert are recorded on that Board.
The photo on the web page is small, and I am keen to read the inscription on it. The style of
carving of the midshipman is likely to be that of Robert Thompson. Robert signed his work
after 1930 with a carved mouse, but there will be no mouse on the plaque.Where do I get a
better, larger, clearer photograph? We also made a memorial board for several ships made
in Scotstoun Glasgow for O'Connell which were sunk in WW2 showing the full details of each
boat and crew.
I sent Chris Scaife the two pictures I have, and hope they’ll do.
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About Duncan Stubbs (HMS Aboukir)
I presume Duncan Stubbs is a familiar name to you. Duncan was a 15 year cadet from
Dartmouth, friend of Herbert Riley. And just as Herbert, Duncan was torpedoed three times,
the third time again in the water, and like Herbert he did not make it. Duncan is the
inspiration for the documentary ‘The Live Bait Squadron’ that Klaudie Bartelink made about
the sinking of the three cruisers. Duncan’s body was lost, he has no known grave, just like
Herbert Riley, his friend, has no known grave.
If you are not seated, please sit down. This is a quite extraordinary story.
About half a year ago I received an email from a man living in Castricum, but originated
Heemskerk. Both cities are at our Dutch coast. He asked me if I knew if the body of Duncan
Stubbs ever was found. This man is Piet Termes, a former carpenter, now retired. His hobby
is research on local historical events or objects, and write about it in the local magazine of
the historical society. This I know now, but at that time I did not know he existed, never
heard about him.
My answer: ‘No, not that I know of. But why do you ask?’
Piet Termes is as a historian in his neighbourhood pretty well known. So people hand him
over stories and objects. In this way he got in 2012 a box filled with papers, cuttings and
clippings that a Mr Nico Sinnige (1916-2012) during his life in a period over 30 years has
collected about his city Heemskerk. He started his research with the year 1895 and stopped
with the year 1927. The son of Mr Sinninge handed all this over to Piet after his father died
in 2012. Piet did not look in that box until spring 2015. When he did he met with a surprise.
Mr Sinnige wrote: ‘18 November 1914, washed ashore a male body, probably from one of
the three lost ships, Abouter, Hoque or Cressy. Identified as cadet Duncan Stubbs from
Abouter’. (note the spelling).
To Piet this story was quite unknown, but as he told me later he could not stop thinking
about this. He had to investigate it, and so he met with my book and the website etc. But he
kept this all by himself. He started to research the Dutch archives. He discovered that 26
September 1914 the Mayor of Heemskerk, Aginus Seret, advised by Consul S. Reigersberg of
the British Consulate in IJmuiden, had ordered Jan Bol, beachcomber, ‘to report immediately
corpses washed ashore’. In the archives Piet discovered a report of Jan Bol, mentioning the
finding of a corpse, date 12 november 1914. As instructed Jan Bol handed the body over to
the city of Heemskerk.
Piet Termes continued his research in the archives of Heemskerk, at the moment located in
the ‘Noord-Hollands Archief’ at Haarlem. But, the files are not complete. Numbered deeds
lack in the dossiers, as well as in and outgoing letters of the beachcomber. He notices that
the date of 18 November Mr Sinnige wrote indeed is the day of the identification of Duncan
Stubbs. The papers say too that 12 november is the day he was found at the beach.
And that is all for now what Piet has found. It seems that all papers about washed ashore
British men at the Dutch coast during WW1 are out of the Dutch files. Where have they
gone? Where are they now? In UK? Duncan must have been buried, but where?
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This is of great importance to a lot of you, the relatives of the men on the cruisers. Because a
lot of the men are lost at sea, and some 80 are buried nameless in a massgrave in Noordwijk.
If we can find the papers from Holland, this would be a great help in tracking some of these
men.
Piet Termes did investigation in all archives, of cemeteries too, but no sign of it. He keeps on
searching, he is a very determined and persistant man. If in the Netherlands still documents
exist in our archives he’ll find them. But if they are all collected during or after the war and
have been stransported to UK it is impossible for him to find them.
I know that al lot of the readers of this Bulletin are historians with great empathy to this
subject, so my invitation is this:
Think about this, rethink and make up your mind what could have happened at the end of
the war that made disappear all papers, especially the relevant papers about the men who
washed ashore at our Dutch coast from our Dutch archives.
Really looking forward to your reactions, you will understand
Henk

About Thomas Percy Royes (HMS Aboukir) sequel
Mr Jim Walden, who wrote in Bulletin-11, continues his writing , 29 February 2016. It is
about Thomas Percy who is buried at The Hague, and he had a specific question: why the
blank spot at the headstone in The Hague. I requested our readers for an answer but until
now no reaction.
Dear Henk.
I read with interest your latest bulletin (No.11), in particular, that part dealing with my Great
Uncle Thomas. I was personally moved to read that he is now special to you, as he has
become to me.
When looking at your Live Bait Squadron website, I see you have a link for "About the men"
and each of the ships they served aboard. I would like to add my GU Thomas to that list of
men who served aboard HMS Aboukir, I am not sure of the correct procedure in having his
name and information added, but I provide what little information I know, in the hope that
this will suffice.
Thomas Percy Royes the second eldest of ten children born to Edmund (known as George)
and Adelaide Royes, 6 girls and 4 boys. Thomas was born in Deal Kent, England in the first
quarter of 1890 and was 24 when he died. The four sons followed their father and joined the
Royal Marines, though the eldest son Edwin George (known as George) left the marines and
joined the "Buffs of Kent" and was killed at the battle of the Somme.
The third brother of Thomas to die in the Great War was Frank, he served aboard HMS
Formidable which was torpedoed on the 1 January 1915, a little after 02:00.
9

I have one photograph of Thomas, which I have attached.
I look forward to hear from you and if anyone has come forward in offering to do research on
how my GU came to be buried in that grave of eight.
Kind regards
James
‘About the men’is not up to date, I realise that, but i twill be in due time wit hall the info of
all the men in the Bulletins, and in alphebetic order. It will be done!
And here is the photo of Thomas!

About John Hogan (HMS Aboukir)

Mr Brian and Mr David Hogan contacted me.
Mr Brian 11 September 2016
Fascinated to find this web site on the three Royal Naval Ships that met with such a tragic
end.
My grand Father served about HMS Aboukir on thje fateful day it was torpedoed by U9 it was
also the anniversary of seven years to his wife Robina Green.
I've only just been made aware of this web site so I will return soon!
Mr David 12 September
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My name is David Hogan my grand father John Hogan went down with the Aboukir in
September 1914 I have some memorabilia I will sort it out and send it to your site.My brother
Brian who lives in the UK has I believe already contacted you.
I would be pleased to Join your society and thank you for keeping this important memory of
our lost families alive.
What many folk do not understand is how the loss affected the people of North Shields,South
Shields, and other areas on Tyne and Wear
Just like the friends regiments in the army who volunteered in huge numbers in 1914 so the
loss at sea of these men was a huge community loss.
The UK government has no care for the men that died. The naval disaster in September 17
1914 was an embarrassment to government then and still is.
The fact that they did very little to stop the vandalism of those war graves says it all.
Thank you for your time
Sincerely yours David Hogan
And Brian again 17 September:
Hi Henk, a small correction first, John Hogan was my Grandfather.
I am in the process of preparing a short history of my Grandfather's life as relayed to from my
father and pieces I've either traced or my brother David knew about.
As I will email a copy ASAP with any photos I can find.
A day later, 18 September, Brian again
As promised a short history of my Grandfather that I never or knew my father had I more
knowledge of their family history but I never thought then to ask about it.
He did pass on some of the time he spent in the orphanage run by Nuns and it wasn't
a pleasant experience for him or his younger brother Bernard,
The photo is old and weathered so I hope it can be viewed OK
the youngest baby is my uncle Bernard with my father in front of his father,
this photo must have been taken prior to the Proclamation for call up.
I am sure I have more photos around, just trying to find them is the problem.
I hope this helps with your next bulletin.
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As you can see, this photo shows a family mourning, his wife Robina all in black. Husband
and Father John has been added by the photographer.
David and Brian, thank you for all your efforts, you made it just in time for Bulletin-12. And
your Grandfather is a now a Member. In the company of his mates.
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John Hogan B2505 1882-1914
My Grandfather born 13th September Hartlepool County Durham his father also John Hogan
mother Annie Hogan (nee Rourke) were originally from Southern Ireland.
At some point his father died and Annie has remarried, living in Commercial Street South
Shields. In the 1901 census then an 18-year-old, occupation as an Engineers Steward.
He Married Robina Green 0n the 22nd September 1906 at the time his occupation then a
Dock Gateman at the Port of South Shields.
According to Naval Records my grandfather continued his employment at the port of South
Shields until July 1910, then at West Hartlepool until August 1914, working as a Dock
gateman and finally as a Dock Pilot on the NER Dock
During this period, he served in the RNR on various warships from Chatham Kent.
On the outbreak of WW1 my grandfather was called up by Proclamation and joined the
Aboukir at Chatham but, leaving behind his family of four children the youngest just 3
months old, that was to be the last time they and he ever would see them again.
There were many families that suffered the same fate, I can’t begin to describe the feeling of
loved one’s experiencing the shock of losing a husband or son.
I do know from that it was said that his wife died (1919) of a broken heart aged just 33 her
children (one those was my father) were placed in an orphanage, though the death
certificate states tuberculosis, as the real cause.
Period of Naval Training prior to enrolment in the Royal Navy Reserve.
1st September 1904 to 30th November 1904 aboard HMS Andromache, a Cruiser Drill Ship for
RNR at Harwich.
Date of enrolment into the Royal Naval Reserve 1st December 1904
Official Service Number B 2505
My Grandfather served on these warships:
HMS Cressy
HMS Pembroke
HMS Irresistible
HMS Vengeance

28th May 1909 to 24th June 1909
Ditto
31st May 1911 to 27th June 1911
26th March 1913 to 22 April 1913

Having been called up by Proclamation Dispatched to Aboukir Chatham, arriving on the 4 th of
August 1914.
He had been recommended at that time, for promotion to Leading Seaman.
His name is among those that gave their lives in WW1 serving in The Royal Navy on
Monument on a hillside overlooking Chatham Naval Dock.
I have visit Chatham Naval Docks as there’s a Museum located within the Dock the history
was well worth the visit, but went solely to find more information about the Grandfather I
never met.
His and all the Royal Naval personnel whom were killed, missing, whether service personnel
or civilian that served at RN Chatham are recorded there.
His son (my father) never knew the details of his fathers RNR service history, except for his
death, or about the monument with his father’s name inscribe on it. My brother researched
various Government Agencies and the information about John Hogan RNR B 2505 came to
light, too late for my father to know of his Royal Navy history.
It’s ironic how life paths cross my father run away from the home /orphanage from the North
East to the South eventually joining the army the Royal West Kents his training camp was
Maidstone Kent not that far from Chatham not knowing his father had spent time in
Chatham.
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About Henry James Chapman (HMS Aboukir)
Mr Alan Cowley wrote me, 15 September
‘My great grandfather Henry James Chapman was one of the few survivors of the sinking of
HMS Aboukir. He was a stoker. His son was less fortunate, also named Henry James
Chapman and a stoker too. He fell to a German torpedo aboard H.M.S. Wakeful at Dunkirk’.
About Alfred Paddy (HMS Cressy)
In Bulletin-8 Mrs Susan Bottrill wrote me: ‘Thank you for your very informative website. I
believe my grandmother's brother, Alfred Paddy (born 6 May 1892 - he made himself 2yrs
older when he enlisted) went down on the Cressy.
If I find any further information on him, I will send it to you.’
My answer at that time (August 2014) ‘I am sorry, I have not much either’.
Alfred was an able seaman, SS/2639. RFR/CH/B/10197. Royal Navy.
Mrs Susan Bottrill is here again. Indeed with news about Alfred Paddy:
Dear Henk,
I have recently received the attached photo of my grandmother's brother, Alfred Paddy from
a relative in England. Thought you may want to add it to the collection.
Kind regards,
Susan
And here is Paddy, at HMS Nelson
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About William, Burgess (HMS Cressy) and
About Edward Regan (HMS Cressy)
24 July Mrs Janet Bryant-Wells , nee Burgess wrote:
‘I have been researching my Fathers uncle, William Burgess, stoker 1st class on HMS Cressy
SS/111339. He was lost when the ship went down together with his Uncle Edward Regan,
Petty Officer 1st Class 157652.
I have very scant information so would be thrilled if you have any. I doknow thgey are both
commemmorated on the Chatham Naval Dockyard monument. My thans fort he wonderfull
information I have seen on this site.’
My answer: ‘I’ll do my utmost’.
This is all I could find about William Burgess: Age 22 when he died, son of Thomas and Mary
Burgess, of 5, Staines Villa, Sunbury, Middlesex.
And about Edward Regan: age 40, husband of Mary Regan, of 77, Staines Road, Sunbury
Common, Middlesex.
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About David Emmanuel Scott (HMS Hogue), sequel
7th July Mr Gordon Hawksley sent me this message:
‘I have in my possession a copy of a booklet entitled “Thos. W. Ward Ltd War Record” which
lists all its employees who served in World War 1. The company had its headquarters in
Sheffield but had depots all over the UK. There is an entry for David Emmanuael Scott which
erroneously states that “…. He joined the many brave hearts that sleep in the deep when the
Hogue was sunk.”. It also states that he enlisted from the Silvertown Works at the outbreak
of hostilities. These Works were based in the East End of London.’
Please have a look in ‘About the men’, the Hogue section. Mr David Scott is there, with his
photo and short description.

About Frank William Giles (HMS Hogue)
Mr Noel Giles: 29 May 2016.
‘My Grandfather Frank William Giles went down in the HMS Hogue 22.9.1914. He was
leading Signalman Service nr. B. 9960.
My father never met him, and unfortunately he died when I was 13. I do not have any
pictures of my Grandfather. I wonder if you have any information or know where I might go
to find some’.
I promised Mr Giles that I would do my utmost. And that I would be back to him.
Unfortunately I too could not find something more about Frank Giles, until today suddenly a
bell rang. It could very well be I have a photo of his grave, and yes, he was buried here in
Holland, at ‘s Gravezande General Cemetary, and I was there several times. In 2005 I took
pictures of all headstones at this cemetery, including Frank’s grave. The photo is too vague
to publish in this Bulletin, but I sent it to Mr Giles with the promise I would go back for a
better one.
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