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INTRODUCTION, BY YOUR VIRTUAL CHAIRMAN
Dear all,
Welcome to this Bulletin – the 10th in a row, and with the Special Bulletins a lot of
information about our men on the three cruisers.
In this Bulletin you can read about many on the cruisers. Most of them I welcomed in
Bulletin-9, but since then descendents kept on presenting their relatives, and as I do not
know when Bulletin-11 will be published I write about them too in this Bulletin. They are
marked with: A new Member.
Why I do not know when Bulletin-11 will be there? Just because I can not foresee if new
members are to be welcomed. I cannot do more than wait for them.
In the meantime my daughter Froukje and me intend to rearrange the website, to have all
the men mentioned in the Bulletins on the site, just as the others and to mend some small
mistakes etc.
But for sure you may expect a Bulletin on the 21st September this year, the last day of the
Centennial Year.
My best wishes to you all. As always looking forward to your reactions.

Henk H.M. van der Linden
Chairman
If you wish to unsubscribe, just let me know!
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FROM HENK’s TREASURE CHEST

Times change, in several Bulletins I opened my Treasure Chest, but it seems now that the
Treasure Chests of the relatives of the men on the ships have been discovered and opened.
See for yourself!!

MEMORIALS AND MONUMENTS
In this edition indeed you will find some monuments. When you start and keep on reading
you will meet with them!
But this one belongs here. Mr Alfred Morris paid a visit to the Cemetery at The Hague and
photographed all monuments. It was a very clear day, so enjoy!
‘Hello, Just before Remembrance Day 2014 I photographed all the CWGC gravestones and
memorials at the Graveyard in The Hague.
I thought I would share them with you for the benefit of people who are interested in them,
but who are unable to visit them. I have posted these photographs Just before Remembrance
Day 2014. I photographed all the CWGC gravestones and memorials at the Graveyard in The
Hague. I thought I would share them with you for the benefit of people who are interested in
them, but who are unable to visit them.I have posted these photographs on my blog at: on
my blog at:
https://www.blogger.com/profile/06756059813889878143
Regards
Alfred Morris’
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SOME PHOTO’S RELATED TO HMS ABOUKIR
Mr Steve Odell sent me this mail:
‘Hello I recently bought a box of old naval photographs and postcards at auction. Amongst the bits
and pieces I found a group of pictures relating to HMS 'Aboukir'. They are not in brilliant
condition and glued down on heavy cardboard, but I wondered if you would like some scans?
There is one small (probably professionally produced) titled photograph of 'Aboukir' at Malta,
and four on-board 'snaps' taken on board somewhere, and featuring crew members and a
dancing bear. One of the photographs clearly has 'Aboukir' on an item of equipment in the
background. You may have already seen similar pictures elsewhere but I'll send scans if you
are interested’.
My reaction:
‘Indeed, I am very interested!
Although I am involved in this disaster for some years somehow just a few photographs of
the ships came to my attention.Thank you!!’
His answer:
‘Dear Henk I attach the five Aboukir scans as promised. As you can see, I wasn't joking
about the bear! The original images are only about 10cm wide so the resolution
is not that great. I have also done what I can with a little adjustment to the
brightness and contrast where necessary (scan 5 is very faint and probably
beyond sensible recovery). There is no copyright involved and you are welcome
to use them as you wish.’
Best Regards
- Steve’
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ABOUT THE MEN
About Herbert Arthur Howes (HMS Aboukir)
Mr David Howes wrote me:
‘My Great Uncle Herbert Arthur Howes was the son of William and Harriet Howes of Grays,
Essex. His older brother Alfred was in the Essex Regiment and died in the Battle of the Somme
on the 5th July 1916 aged 27. Herbert was husband of Laura Howes of 48a Little Ilford Lane,
Manor Park, London, he had served in the South African War on H.M.S. "Blanche".
Herbert was Leading Seaman 201629, (RFR/CH/B/4914). H.M.S. "Aboukir" Royal Navy who
died on 22nd September 1914 Age 31. He is Remembered with Honour on the Chatham Navel
Memorial, and the Grays Essex war memorial together with his brother Alfred.
Also, I'm able to inform you that I believe Commander Lumley Robinson R.N. was on H.M.S.
"Aboukir ", he spent several hours in the sea before being rescued. After his navel career he
invented the Jubilee Clip, which is still manufactured in Gillingham today. He died aged 62 in
1939. Further information can be seen on Wikipedia and the Jubilee Clip web site.’
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About James Shepherd (HMS Aboukir)
Mrs Una Urquhart said this: ‘I have written a short article about PO James Shepherd RN who
was lost on the Aboukir on 22 Sept 1914. He would have been my grandfather and I
would like to make this article available to the Live Bait Squadron Society to
record his life and family as a memorial to him.’
And here it is:
Petty Officer James Shepherd RN (1878-1914)
P O James Shepherd was killed when HMS Aboukir was torpedoed on 22 September 1914. His
body was never found.
Service Record
His birth certificate shows that he was born on 23 November 1878 although his service
record gives the year wrongly as 1879.
Although he volunteered in February 1896, it was not until 23 November 1897 that his service
in the Royal Navy began. He rose gradually from the entry-rating of Boy 2nd class in 1897 to
Petty Officer 1st class in 1909.
He served on various ships and shore bases namely Caledonia, Pembroke, Champion,
Charybdis, Furious, Wildfire, Argonaut, Talbot, Forte (Hermione), Dominion, Duncan and
finally Aboukir, on which he was present at the Heligoland Bight on 28 August 1914.
His WW1 campaign medals, awarded posthumously to his wife, were the 1914-1915 Star, the
Victory Medal and the British War Medal, each inscribed with his number, name and rank. In
addition she received the bronze commemorative plaque on which his name is inscribed, with
the accompanying printed note on Buckingham Palace-embossed paper bearing the King’s
message “I join with my grateful people in sending you this memorial of a brave life given for
others in the Great War”. In November 1917 she received his Award of Prize Bounty for the
Heligoland Bight Action.
Early life
James was born in Skene in Aberdeenshire, the son of a domestic servant and an agricultural
labourer. Skene is a small rural community about 10 miles west of the city of Aberdeen.
When he volunteered for the Royal Navy he was a farm servant aged 17. (Perhaps he had
been inspired by his older relative James Strachan who was serving in the Royal Marine
Artillery and who already held a medal inscribed “Relief of Pekin 1900” whilst serving on HMS
Barfleur.)
Married Life
James Shepherd was married on 11June 1907 in Aberdeen’s St Nicholas Kirk to Helen Booth
Cadenhead (1883-1964). They lived in Woodside on the outskirts of Aberdeen. (Woodside
retained its own identity for a long time, having been in the County of Aberdeenshire until
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incorporated within the city in 1891.) Their home was in a tall, granite tenement block at
185 Great Northern Road, known as “the Red Line” because of a linear feature of red granite
along the block. Home was shared with his wife’s father, George Cadenhead.
James Shepherd visited the Far East, Cape Town, Australia and the Mediterranean as well as
serving in naval bases ashore such as Chatham. He brought home many mementoes of his
voyages, including a fragile ostrich egg decorated “Cape Town 1906”; items from China and
Japan now in my possession along with a painting of HMS Argonaut homeward bound in
1903. He also visited Mediterranean destinations such as Corfu, Capri, Naples, Malaga and
Malta. When in Malta he was photographed with fellow Masons (this framed Masonic
photograph has been given to the care of a present Mason in Scotland as apparently that
Lodge no longer exists in Malta).
PO James Shepherd had volunteered for the Antarctic but he never went, for reasons
unknown. A letter to him headed British Antarctic Survey 1910 and signed by Lieutenant
Edward R G R Evans RN states only that “many Petty Officers had volunteered”.
Before the days of telephone or texting, he sent home many postcards from places he visited,
whether from foreign parts or British ports. Not long before the outbreak of war, one
postcard shows rows of smartly-dressed sailors and their officers on the Chatham paradeground: “Don’t they all look handsome in their uniforms?” he wrote. The mood was happy
and optimistic. After war was declared, the mood changed abruptly. His final postcard was
totally different in tone and even his hand-writing was an uncharacteristic scrawl. “We are all
at sixes and sevens and don’t know what to do next” he scribbled.
This pre-WW1 postcard collection is now in the care of Aberdeen Art Galleries and Museums,
having been gifted to the Maritime Museum in the city of Aberdeen. Along with the
postcards there are photographs of PO James Shepherd in uniform with his wife and firstborn son James. Sadly there are no photographs of him with his second baby, George. These
items form part of the family story which accompanies The George Shepherd Collection, an
extensive pharmacy collection donated by George Shepherd FPS and to which the family
history section was added by George’s only daughter.
Family
James Shepherd and his wife had two sons, James born in 1908 and George born in 1913.
James Shepherd (1908-1966)
James, always known as Jim, was a very tall, over 6`4`` in height. He almost always chose to
speak Doric (Scots), refusing to use English wherever possible. Apart from war service in the
Royal Navy, he lived and worked mainly in Fraserburgh and later in the city of Aberdeen, in
both locations as a branch bank manager with Aberdeen Savings Bank (later TSB). He was at
ease with everyone and a noted community stalwart. He was married in 1946 to Cathie
(Kathleen Cruickshank). They had no children; he died aged 53.
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George Shepherd (1913-1985)
George never knew his Petty Officer father, being only one year old when Aboukir was
torpedoed. He achieved his education at school and college by scholarships, qualifying as a
pharmacist at what is now Robert Gordon's University (RGU) in Aberdeen. In 1942 George
married Agnes Wilson (1913-1983) who was born of island parents: her mother was from the
Isle of Lewis and her father a lighthouse-keeper from Fair Isle.
Almost immediately after his wedding George was called up for service in WWII and joined
the Gordon Highlanders. Training was followed by compulsory transfer to the RAMC (which
he did not want) because of his medical qualification and knowledge. By 1943 he was in India
where in Quetta he learned to be fluent in Hindustani; then he was sent to Burma where for a
year he was in the “Arakan Box” with Ghurkhas, whom he greatly admired; finally he was
transferred to Intelligence in Malaya. When he returned to Britain in 1946 he was sent to
Portsmouth to be Acting Doctor for a time. (This was somewhat ironic because he had always
wished to study medicine but could not go to university in an age before student grants were
available.) Later that year he was finally allowed home to Aberdeen.
Apart from war service, George worked all his life as a pharmacist in Davidson & Kay Ltd
which under his guidance grew to be the largest independently-owned pharmacy in Scotland.
When he retired George had risen to be simultaneously Managing Director and Chairman of
the company. He was given professional recognition as FPS (Fellow of the Pharmaceutical
Society) for his services to retail pharmacy; he was also FSA (Scot) for services to local history
(i.e. Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland). In his leisure time he pursued family
history long before it was popular, and was a founder member of Aberdeen Gaelic Choir
which still flourishes today. He was in the process of completing his gift to the Maritime
Museum of the large historical pharmacy collection mentioned above (and which was
subsequently given his name) when he died at the age of 71.
Grand-daughter, Una Helen Shepherd (b 1949)
George Shepherd’s daughter Una Helen studied plant science at Aberdeen University,
graduating BSc in 1972 and PhD in 1975. Working as a University Research Assistant then as
an Environmental Consultant, she became the first Scottish Fellow of IEEM (Institute of
Ecology and Environmental Management). She ran her own small business for 13 years
before retiring.
In 1977 Una was married to Alistair Urquhart (b 1943), an electronics engineer working in the
offshore industry; the wedding was conducted by his father, Rev Robert W Urquhart. They
have no children.
Una and Alistair now spend considerable time in Glenurquhart, living in the property bought
by George Shepherd in 1975. At a recent meeting of the local heritage group, 100 years after
WW1 began, Una described the fate of HMS Aboukir to commemorate the grandfather she
never knew, Petty Officer James Shepherd RN.
Written by Dr Una Urquhart (née Shepherd)
28 August 2014
About Charles A. Sheppard (HMS Aboukir)
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Mrs Wendy Hall just wrote this: ‘HI my great grandfather was serving on the HMS Aboukir
when she sunk. His name was Sheppard, Charles A. Number 208670.’
And indeed, that is all I know about him too.

About Ralph Dutton (HMS Aboukir)
Ms Christine Godber: ‘Dear Live Bait, Please could you give me more detaiks about the
event on Sat 21st Sept at Chatham Dockyard I dont seem to be able to find them on the
Chatham webpage. My Partner Robert Dutton had a relation of the same name that lost his
life on one of the 1st World War Navy Cruisers and would very much like to make
contact with any relatives. Probably grandchildren by now !
I am going to put an advert in the Medway Messager with all the details but would like to
attend the function on the Sat 21st Can you help please Many thanks Best Regards Christine
Godber’.
And yes she was there!
And this I know about Ralph: he was a leading seaman, 177324 (RFR/CH/B/9724), Royal
Navy. Age 38, son of Frederick Dutton, husband of Minnie Dutton, of 48, Upper Elmers End
Rd, Elmers End, Beckenham, Kent.’

About Thomas E. Harrison (HMS Aboukir)
Mrs Robina Artbuthnott said: 7t September 2014:
‘My Grandfather was Lieut Commander Thomas E Harrison and was on the 'Aboukir' when it
was torpedoed and sunk on 22nd September 1914. Very sadly he was not one of the lucky
ones to be rescued. We, his 5 grandchildren, have only just come to learn about 'Live Bait'
and the society you have where descendants of those involved in the disaster can meet and
exchange memories.
Two people wrote to my Grandfather's relatives about their last viewing of him on the
Quarter Deck and I wondered if you had any descendants of a Mr? Cpt? Drummond or a Lt
JB Hughes on your lists as both wrote very movingly about him.’
No, I am not aware of relatives of Hughes and/or Drummond attended. But she indeed met
with family over there: Mr and Mrs John and Jenny Harrison.
‘I have only recently been made aware of your excellent website about the fate of the three
cruisers lost on 22 September 1914.
I attach a note from material available to me about my grandfather Lt Cdr T E Harrison who
was lost with HMS Aboukir. It might add one or two contemporary glimpses of the disaster.

12

I plan to bring the original papers to Chatham on 22 September for the Chatham Dockyard
Trust to copy or scan, as requested of those attending the Commemoration Service to which I
will come with Mrs Robina Arbuthnott (grand daughter of TEH)’.
And John sent me this about Thomas E. Harrison
CHATHAM MEMORIAL: Lt Cdr T E HARRISON: 100 YEARS ON
The website www.livebaitsqn-soc.info is extremely interesting since it brings to life some of
the story concerning the fate of HMS Aboukir, Cressy and Hogue. Hitherto nothing much has
been known within the family of the circumstances in which a grandfather, Lt Cdr. Thomas E
Harrison, was lost at sea when HMS Aboukir was torpedoed by a German submarine on 22
September 1914.
Lt Cdr Thomas E Harrison was only 35 (born 16 April 1879). He had married Maud (nee
Godman) on 26 June 1907. His loss was clearly a devastating blow for his wife, who was left
with three small children to bring up ---- Geoffrey aged 6 and his two sisters Isabel aged 3
and Sophie aged 2 months. He would have had six grandchildren ---- John, Bruce, Michael
and Mary Anne Harrison (Geoffrey’s children) and Robina Arbuthnott and Diana Graves
(Sophie’s children).
A small family archive (held by John) contains one or two relevant items, in particular two
letters from naval colleagues who were on or connected with the Aboukir. One from Captain
(?) Drummond dated Oct.1st and sent from Royal Naval Barracks, Chatham, is addressed to
Mr Godman (Maud’s father). In it he states that he has made enquiries about Lt Cdr Harrison
and goes on : “After doing all he could he was seen on the Quarterdeck shortly before the
ship sank and was seen in the water but must have fainted very soon ………. He and I had only
been shipmates for a short time but quite long enough for me to realise what an excellent
officer he was. I could not have worked for a better, always so keen and effective, and such a
good fellow……all aboard appreciated him….we are all sorry at his loss”.
The other letter dated Feb 27th 1915 was sent from Royal Naval Barracks, Devonport, by a
surviving shipmate Lt J B Hughes to Harrison, presumably Basil, younger brother of Thomas,
who was subsequently lost with HMS Natal on 30 December 1915. In it he states: “I was in
the Aboukir when she sank. I am afraid I can tell you very little about your brother…..The
disaster, as you probably know, happened about 6.30am. I went straight on to the Quarter
Deck and was there till she sank 40 minutes later. I saw your brother there soon after I got
there. He was only in his pyjamas, as far as I remember, but remarking that it was cold he
went below to get some clothes and brought them on deck. As it seemed possible then that
she would float, he proceeded to put them on, including a pair of sea boots. It struck me as
rather a foolish thing to do at the time. That was the last I saw of him. He seemed quite
cheerful then. One or two people told me afterwards that they saw him take the boots and
other things off just before she went over, but no one seems to have seen him leave the ship,
or in the water…….I knew him very well, having been shipmates with him before in the
“Irresistible”, and a better shipmate I never met”.
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There are also four postcards, with dates between 1 and 16 September, from Daddy to
Geoffrey and Isabel, mainly on family trivia including advice (for Mummie) on how to
manipulate the gear lever on Maud’s car. But one to Isabel dated 10-9-14 includes the
following: “We have done our best to find some Germans but have had no luck so far. We
think they must be afraid of being seasick if they come out of harbour or perhaps they can’t
swim”. (Comment: clearly no concern then about German U-boats).
This may not add greatly to the sum of knowledge about the circumstances of the disaster,
but it at least demonstrates that we are commemorating, 100 years on, well respected and
much loved individual human beings, whose loss in the service of their country was a huge
tragedy for their families.
Postscript
Apart from the inscription listing Lt Cdr T E Harrison on the Chatham Naval Memorial, there
is a family gravestone in the churchyard at Coldharbour, near Dorking, recording amongst
others his name and that of his brother Basil as well as his father Cdr Matthew Harrison, who
had emigrated to Canada with his wife Lucy (nee Wedgwood), a direct descendant of Josiah
Wedgwood, the potter, and niece of Charles Darwin.
A Harrison memorial church was built by Cdr Matthew Harrison at Crawford Bay, Kootenay,
British Columbia, Canada, in memory of his two sons lost in the war, an older son who had
died aged 6 in 1882 and his wife Lucy who died in 1919.

About Henry Herbert Brown (HMS Aboukir)
From Mrs Lynne Sims: ‘Henry Herbert Brown was a Bugler on the Aboukir and was drowned
in the North Sea at the age of 32. He left two brothers Alfred and Ernest who were my
Father, Alfred Charles Brown's step-brothers. He also left a wife Emily and three little sons,
Ernest, Alfred and Herbert aged 9,6 and 5. If there are any descendants out there reading
this I would love to hear from you.’
Anyone to help Lynne?

About Christopher Cooke (HMS Aboukir)
Mr Simon Cross Comments: ‘I am researching the war dead of my church, Great St Mary's
Cambridge. One of our dead was Christopher Arthur Gresham Cooke who was a Midshipman
on the Aboukir aged 14. He had just gone to bed having been on watch through the night
when the first torpedo struck. He survived and got back to Harwich on a fishing boat. I have
his account of the sinking from his letters if you would like it.
Sadly Christopher died when his ship HMS Vanguard, blew up at anchor in 1917.
Please find attached a link to my research on Christopher Cooke, Midshipman on HMS
Aboukir. ‘
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Christopher and Nicholas Cooke
And Mrs Deborah Watkins, from Australia and Great grand daughter of Albert Humpries
(Hogue) (Member of the Society) sends this about Christopher Cooke,
http://www.greatwargsmcambridge.co/?p=161@greatwargsm

About Alfred Libbiter (HMS Aboukir)
Last September Mr Ken Haynes wrote me this email:
‘My Grandmothers first husband was Alfred Libbiter (Aged 23), Stoker, 1st Class on HMS

Aboukir. He married my Grandmother in around 1910 and they had a child (known to me as
Aunt Flo) before he went off to war.
She was therefore widowed with a baby for almost the duration of the war.
However, she then married my paternal Grandfather in 1917. He was an Engine Room
Artificer on cruisers. They subsequently had 4 children, one of whom was my Father who was
a CPO Engine Room Artificer in WW2.
In 2013 I visited Chatham and read his name on the memorial - It was very emotional since I
only recently found out about him and his fate. My Grandmother never spoke about him until
on her death bed some 30 years ago now, she said to my Mother and Father "You will forgive
me for re-marrying won't you"? Such were the morals of that generation I suppose.
I feel so sad that she could not have told me more about him.’

About George McCloud (HMS Aboukir)
Mr Terry (Terence) Barker is his grandson, and he sent me at first this:
‘My grandfather was on the Aboukir, then Cressy and Hogue. He was saved and later was a
skipper in the royal naval reserve....He died when my mother His daughter was 8 years old
G.McCloud lived in Grimsby and he came from Hull.
When I was very young, about 7, my grandmother Mrs McCloud had a large print, I think of
the Aboukir stating Aboukir sank by submarine Sept 1914 ....’
Later he wrote:
‘Hello this might be a long account....but here goes.
Approx 10 years ago I was asked by my mother Edna to find out details of her father George
McCloud who died when she was eight..........
She had a few photos and hearsay from her mother regarding his life
The following is based on facts FFF
or hearsay HHH
George McCloud, born Sculcoats district of HULL 1873 ........died Grimsby 1923 aged 51
years FFF
Hull and Grimsby where the largest fishing ports in the world...
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Nothing found about G. McCloud until, exept he was a peace time trawler skipper sailing out
of Grimsby. Ref WSA603, certificate 6678
1904 vessel Berkshire Gy389
1904
"
Ostero Gy200
FFF
1907
"
Blackbird Gy635
1908
"
Nottingham Gy434 *
1911
"
Lyric
Gy 434
*Nottingham Gy 534 was sunk by U25 {Otto Wunsche} 70 miles of Spurn point June 1915 FFF
George McCloud married Emma Jane Capes, September 14 1914 FFF
Details regarding the time from 1911 to 1914 apart from marriage are guess work
Trawler skipper sailing out of Grimsby HHH

HHH

Married September 14 1914 was aboard the Aboukir September 22 1914 FFF
He was aged 41 at the time of the sinking of the Aboukir and not a cadet as many were
according to the book Three before breakfast
He was on the Aboukir, then the Cressy and then the Hogue.
FFF
George McCloud , Skipper Mac was his Nickname, returned to Grimsby as a trawler skipper
after the war.
Family George McCloud, Emma Jane McCloud, children: George, Violet, Edna, Leslie FFF
Edna McCloud is my mother.
On July 21st 1923 outside the Clee Park Public House a fight occured which resulted in the
death of George McCloud FFF: result Manslaughter.
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Photo 1

Training in the navy...........HHH

Photo 2

George McCloud

approx 1920 HHH
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About Charles Shadrake (HMS Aboukir)
Mrs Ann Gurney writes about her Great Uncle:

Charles Ernest Shadrake (306734)

306734 PO Stoker

HMS Aboukir

Charles Ernest Shadrake was the fourth of five children born to Louis G. Shadrake and
MaryAnn Sedgwick in London’s East End.
He was born on 21st October 1882 at 16 Gold Street, Mile End, London.
Just before his 3rd birthday his father died aged 37 leaving a young widow and 4 surviving
children all under 10 years of age.
With his mother unable to cope, Charles and his younger brother were placed in the Mile End
Workhouse in Bancroft Road where they lived and attended the Industrial School until they
were of an age to leave school and take up employment.
By 1901 Charles is an apprentice carpenter. After his apprenticeship is completed Charles
joins the Royal Navy signing on for 12 years on 15th June 1904. He is assigned to HMS
Acheron, a Stokers training ship based at Chatham.
Charles served in various ships over the next 10 years. In 1908 he spends 6 months on HMS
Indomitable and in the 1911 census he is in Hong Kong on HMS Virago. In December 1910 he
passes the requirements and becomes a Petty Officer Stoker.
In August 1913 he joins HMS Aboukir where, apart from 2 months on HMS Cressy in June/July
1914, he remains until his death on 22nd September when the German submarine U9
torpedoed the ship.
His body was never found and his name is inscribed on the Chatham Naval Memorial.
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About William Frederick Farmer (HMS Aboukir)
Mr Ken Framer says this: ‘when my father William Fredrick Farmer Petty Officer RN passed
away I found all his navel records of his service, and on his parchment of his service and ships
that he had been part of the ships company, there is notice of his involement in the live bait
squadren when he was on HMS Aboukir and it states that on the fateful day 22nd of
september he was one of the very few that survived, I remember him telling me that he was
picked up by a Dutch fishing boat, but that was all as he did'nt like talking about it. I only
wish that he had been alive to have read the book "Three before breakfast" which I
managed to purchase from a book finder for the price of £28 and worth every
penny’.

About George Henry Case (HMS Aboukir)
Mrs Sharon Lewis: ‘I have just found your website and wanted to contact you to let you

know that my great grandfather, George Henry Case was a Stoker, 1st Class on HMS Aboukir.
His body was never recovered.’
More information: 277037(RFR/CH/B/302), Royal Navy. Husband of Sarah Ann Arm Case, of
4, Albert Grove West, Belle Grove, Welling, Kent.

About Thomas Henry Mitten (HMS Aboukir)
This is quite an example how our Society can be helpful. 31 October 2014 Mrs Susan Sullivan
contacten me for the first time, and see below how it went.
‘I am researching my family history and have come across Thomas Henry Mitten, who I am

informed died when HMS Aboukir was sunk. I searched around and cannot confirm this and
wondered if you could?
I've had a read of some of your site and found it fascinating. It is wonderful that these brave
men are still being remembered after so many years.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Thank you for your reply. It's good to know my information was correct.
I have a photograph of Henry if you would like it. The only problem is, he is with two other
men and I'm not sure which one he is. You may be able to tell by his uniform?
Kind regards
Susan Sullivan
My answer 11 November 2014:
‘Dear Susan,
My apologies for not answering you before. I have been very busy with theCommemoration
events in September and their aftermath. You are right, Thomas Henry Mitten was a First
class stoker aboard Aboukir. And that is all I know about him. You are now on my Bulletin-list
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and I promise to have Thomas in one of my future Bulletins, so other members perhaps can
tell you more.
Her answer, November 13:
‘Hi Henk
Thank you for your reply. It's good to know my information was correct. I have a photograph
of Henry if you would like it. The only problem is, he iswith two other men and I'm not sure
which one he is. You may be able to tell by his uniform?

I immediately forwarded her question including photo to Alex Patterson, Chatham Historic
Dockyard’s Collections and Gallery Manager, and this was his answer, November 14:
‘I have had a quick look at the photograph and I think Thomas Henry Mitten is the gentleman
standing at the back of the photograph. He looks to be wearing his overcoat, covering his
uniform, but the tonal contrast of his uniform would indicate navy. The gentleman on the
right hand side of the photograph sitting looks to be Army, while the gentleman on the left of
the picture might be Royal Marines.
I hope this helps.’
Susan’s answer: ‘Brilliant’.

About Arthur Godden (HMS Aboukir)
Mr John Treby is very interested in some more information about his Great Uncle Arthur.
Anyone who can help? Please contact me.
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‘My great unlce Arthur Godden was one of the men drowned when Aboukir sank. I know very

little about him except that his father, Henry Godden was a driver for London Transport and
learned of his son's death when he saw thenewspaper placards (or so the family story goes)
when he was driving a bus.’
This I know, it may be of any help: Arthur Henry Griffiths Godden was an Officer’s Steward
1st Class, L/5087. Royal Navy, age 22. Son of Henry Nicholas and Emma Letitia Godden, of 31,
Braxfield Rd., Brockley, London. Born at Bow, London.

About Francis John Beer (HMS Aboukir)

A New Member

My correspondence with Mr Bob Beaken:
‘I am currently researching my family history and have discovered that my great great
grandfather was the boatswain on HMS Aboukir his name being Francis John BEER. He along
with many others were lost.He had served in the Royal Navy in the late 1800s and retired in
the early 1900s only to be recalled to service on declaration of WW1. His death is
commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial’.
‘He was born in Plymouth Devon on 15/10/1858 and joined the Royal Navy in 1874 rising to
the rank of boatswain before retiring in I believe 1907. He obviously either volunteered or
was recalled to active service for WW1 and was serving onboard HMS Aboukir when she was
attacked and sunk as a result of which he died.
He was married in 1886 in Portsea Hampshire to Charlotte Cassell and had a daughter
Kathleen Beer His Navel service shows that he was made a boatswain by Royal Warrant on
30 May 1892 and that he served on a number of ships including HMS Undaunted HMS St
Vincent HMS Mersey HMS Anson HMS Lancaster.
He is commemorated in Commonwealth War Grave number 1 at Chatham.
I knew nothing of his history until recently which may explain why on leaving school I too
decided to join the Royal Navy, unbeknown to me following in his footsteps, even though I
was born and raised over 100 miles from the nearest piece of coast line!
I hope that this will assist you and as I build up more information I will gladly supply it to your
society.’
‘Following some further research in relation to Francis John Beer I have discovered he joined
the royal navy in 1874, there is very little information prior to him being promoted to Bosun
which occurred in 1891 apart from the fact he was on HMS Alexandra on 1882 and was
subsequently awarded the Egyptian medal with Alexandria clasp. He then went to serve on
HMS Victoria and Albert which at that time was the Royal Yacht.His service from 1891
onwards is fairly well documented and he served on the following ships HMS Crocodile HMS
Hero HMS Undaunted HMS Victory HMS St Vincent HMS Wellington HMS Cressey HMS Anson
HMS Vengence HMS Blenheim HMS Lancaster He retired on the 15th January 1907 but was
obviously recalled for service during WW1 and served as a boatswain on HMS Aboukir when
she was lost.’
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About John Coughlan (HMS Aboukir)

A new Member

Estelle Coughlan sends me this. Estelle is John’s Great Granddaughter. This story is from her
Dad, Barry Coughlan. John was his Grandfather and he is very proud of his Grandfather's
service and career.
Estelle wrote me this:
‘I have only just come across this website. My great grandfather (John Coughlan) was on
HMS Aboukir, and thank goodness was a survivor.
He was an officer on the ship and was the last man the Captain spoke to before he went
down with the ship (he gave him the ship's dog to look after). My Father knows all the stories
from his Grandfather about HMS Aboukir. He was a survivor or Aboukir. He was one of the
officers and he told us an awful lot about his experience on the ship.
Please can I add his name to your society members?’
And here it is:
John Coughlan 1870 – 1938, who served on HMS Aboukir.
From Barry Coughlan, John’s Grandson. This is John’s first hand story to his family.
John was born in Kinsale, County Cork, Ireland in 1870. He began his career as an Apprentice
Jockey, but that came to an end when he became too tall at 5ft9”. At 14, he went to sea
working on the coal ships that sailed between Cork and Swansea. At 17, he joined the Royal
Navy.
John served 12 years in the Royal Navy, including service on HMS Piccante, where he escorted
the Duke of Clarence and King George V on a world tour. He had travelled the world twice by
the time he was 21.
When he was 29 years old, John joined the Merchant Navy and travelled and worked all over
the world.
In February 1914, at the age of 44, he travelled back from The Maldives via South Africa to
England, as he had been called up as a Reserve, an ‘Able Seaman’, to be the Helmsman on
HMS Aboukir, reporting to Captain Jack Drummond. John’s eldest son Michael was also
serving in the Royal Navy, and went on to fight in the Battle of Jutland.
HMS Aboukir had been assigned to draw out the German Fleet, and that morning, whilst
John was at the helm, HMS Aboukir was torpedoed on its Starboard side. No-one had ever
experienced a torpedo before, so Captain Drummond logically presumed the ship had been
hit by a mine. He gave orders on the deck to ‘Call in Hogue and Cressy, to call in and pick up
survivors’.
HMS Aboukir flashed its lamp to call for help from the other two ships. Even though the ship
was going down, there was no panic as everybody thought the ship had just been hit by a
mine.
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All the crew lined up on deck. The national anthem was played, whilst the ships colours were
taken down. The Sergeant at Arms held a revolver, in order to maintain calm on deck and
stop any panic amongst the men.
Captain Drummond wrapped the ships dog in the colours, and said to John, “Coughlan, you
are the calmest man on the ship, take the colours and dog”. John got into the water with the
colours and dog, whilst Drummond went down with the ship. John always spoke very highly
of Captain Drummond to his family after his service.
John was in the water when Wedigan spoke through a microphone to them and said, ‘I have
issued an order to Holland to pick up survivors’.
John was unable to swim, but managed to hold onto a piece of debris. Unfortunately the
ships dog didn’t survive. John was haunted afterwards by the sounds of the young boys in
the water, screaming for their mothers. Everything was covered in oil.
John lost consciousness in the water, but told us that his mother appeared to him, and this is
what kept him afloat. He was in the water for 3 hours, before he was picked up by a Dutch
trawler.
John was interned at Dorn Castle in Holland, and was repatriated in September 1915. He
weighed 14 stone when he first sailed on HMS Aboukir, but weighed only 9 stone by the time
he returned home. He was one of the lucky ones.
In 1918, John’s third son was born, whom he christened ‘David Beatty Aboukir Coughlan’.
About John Farr (HMS Aboukir) A new Member
This is from Mrs Debbie Sea-Kay
‘ I'm so glad I found this site! My Great Grandfather, John Farr, lost his life on the HMS
Aboukir. I would be happy to share photos, newspaper articles, pictures of medals, letter
from the King, and many other objects of memorabilia, as well as a family history of John
Farr, who died leaving a young widow and three small children, one of whom, the youngest,
was my Grandmother. She would have been so proud of this site. I've also shared this site
with a very good friend, whose Great Grandfather died on the HMS Cressy, going to the aid
of the Aboukir.
I would love to see the documentary, when will it be available?’
About John William Bingley (HMS Cressy)
Mr John Allen wrote me this:
‘Stoker First Class John William Bingley, born 1888 (S.S 1888105260) lost his life on HMS
Cressy.
He was the son of my great aunt Annie Eliza Bingley. John William was the eldest of three
brothers who served King and Country during world War One. He had joined the Royal Navy
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as a boy, his previous ship before the Cressy was HMS Encounter stationed with the Royal
Navy Australian Squadron.
His two brothers enlisted in the army in 1916, prior to that they had worked in a Sheffield
coal mine as pony drivers. They both joined with The King's Royal Rifle Company, the
youngest Humphrey Samuel Bingley saw action in France.
The third brother Joseph Bingley was transferred to The Northumberland Fusiliers becoming
a sergeant. He lost his life in combat on the western front in September 1918.
It is poignant that in the September of both the first and last year of the war my great aunt
received news that her sons had been killed in action.
How full of remorse and joy must she have greeted her only remaining son Humphrey as he
returned safely in 1918.’

About Frederick Henry Bishop (HMS Cressy)
Mr Stephen Bishop:
‘My great uncle was Frederick Henry Bishop leading seaman on H.M.S Cressy. i do have a
picture of him in his uniform and all his medals. I wondered if you would like a copy of the
photo.’
Yes indeed I do. Fredrick Bishop did not survive the disaster. He was a leading seaman,
229715, Royal Navy.

About Alfred Prodrick (HMS Cressy)
My conversation with Mr David Prodrick:
‘I have read somewhere that a relation of mine was a stoker on the Cressy. And was lost
when it sank. He was a Prodrick but sadly that's all the information I have.’
Some time later, after my answer:
‘Henk,
I have just found this reference
PRODRICK, ALFRED, Stoker. 1st Class (R.F.R.. Ch. 15. 8007), S.S. 103747. H.M.S. Cressy; lost in
action in the North Sea. 22 Sept. 1914.’
And indeed that is all we both have about Alfred.

About John Thomas Ellis (HMS Cressy)
Mrs Emma Brewer needed just a few words:
‘hi i just wanted to say thankyou for a lovely site
i have only just found it
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my great great uncle was John Thomas Ellis, he was 1st stoker and died on board hms cressy.
His body was never recovered. Such a tragic waste he was 25 when he died.
God bless them all’.
John Thomas Ellis was a Stoker 1st Class, SS/106864. (RFR/CH/B/9481). Royal Navy. Age 28.
Son of Harriet Ellis, of 26, Crown St. Blue Bell Hill, Nottingham, and the late Thomas Murden
Ellis.

About Alfred Sydney Rogers (HMS Cressy)
Mr Alan Smith, who presented some time ago his Great Uncle Charles Valentine Garrod
(Aboukir) mails me again, but now about Alfred Rogers.
‘I came across a memorial to A.B. Alfred Sidney Rogers aged 28 years, whilst browsing in the
Southwold 'sailors reading room' (Southwold, Suffolk, UK), You don't seem to have any info
for this casulty of the Cressy, so perhaps you might like to include it in your database etc.’
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About John James Miller (HMS Cressy)
Mrs Jackie Notman asked this: ‘I am contacting in regards of a John James Millar HMS Cressy
lost/torpedoed 22nd Sept 1914. Possible Great grandparent and wondered if you had a bit
ore informatio or details about him. Many thanks, Jackie.’
I don’t have anything in my dossiers about a John Millar, but of a John Miller. He was a
private, CH/7086. (RMR/B/793, Royal Marine Light Infantry. Age 40. Son of James Miller, of
Maryland Point, Stratford, London, husband of Kezia Miller, of 40, Strode Rd. Forest Gate,
London.

About Mr Roy Gordon King Neale (HMS Cressy)
This is Mr Bjorn Rose:
‘Hello, I am a History teacher at RGS in High Wycombe and one of our Old Boys was Able
Seaman Roy Gordon King NEALE (J/6046) who died on HMS Cresy.
We are doing a project on the First World War and wanted to know more about the
circumstances surrounding the death of Neale as he was our first casualty of WW1. Any
pointers you can give in this matter would be greatly appreciated.
We have some details but they are limited. There is a photo of him which is on the
Buckinghamshire remembers website here:
http://buckinghamshireremembers.org.uk/php_scripts/bksidget.php?id=5136
And:
‘Please find attached a photo of Able Seaman Roy Gordon King NEALE (J/6046) who was lost
at sea on 22 Sept 1914 when HMS Cressy was torpedoed. I have copied some additional
information we have about him below (which isn’t much).
I have CC'd in Tom Woodall and Jack White who are two of my students who are researching
into the sinking of HMS Cressy. They may have some questions for you on our return from the
National Archive at Kew where we intend to view Neale's file and see what else we can find
out about HMS Cressy.
Kind Regards,
Bjorn
Name: Roy Gordon King NEALE
Rank/Number: Able Seaman J/6046
Regiment: Royal Navy HMS Cressy
Age/Date of death: 20 22 Sep 1914
Cemetery: Chatham Naval Memorial, Kent Grave or Memorial: Reference 2 Location
of memorial: High Wycombe, Royal Grammar School
Date/Place of birth: 26 Jan 1894 Deptford, London
Pre-war occupation of Casualty: training ship for RN
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Parents: George, late & Helen ( nee Busby) Neale Parent's occupation: marine engine fitter
Parents’ Address (last known): High Wycombe

Roy Neale
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About Mr Jeremiah McCarthy (HMS Cressy)
I wrote about him in Bulletin-8, this is addiotional information sent by Mr Joe McCarthy.
‘I am a grandson of Lt Jeremiah McCarthy late of HMS Cressy, and I have many photos and

documents about him. I would be grateful if you can advise me as to how I might get copies
to your society website. My dad's cousin Mrs Doreen Harris, mother of your correspondant
Nigel Harris, was at the ceremony at Chatham last weekend and will enthuse about it for
ever. I look forward to hearing from you, Regards, Joe McCarthy.’

About Herbert William Harrell (HMS Cressy)
About William Epps (HMS Cressy)
Mr Brian Perritt sent me an email about two men on the cruisers. His email said:
‘At a recent Memorial Service I met the Mayor of Medway, Mr Barry Kemp, who told me of
your detailed research into the "Live Bait Squadron".
As a result, I bought your excellent book, which reveals so much more about this unfortunate
battle.
I thought you might be interested in two sailors who were lost on HMS CRESSY.
1 Chief Stoker Herbert William HARRELL, He was my Grandmother's younger brother and
joined the Royal Navy aged 12. He was born Branchester, Norfolk.
2 Chief Stoker William EPPS who came from my village which is called Great Chart, Ashford,
Kent.
In November this year we discovered his name was not on our War Memorial - so we had a
ceremony and added his name to the memorial. I am attaching a picture.
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I would be very interested, if in your research, you found any more details about these two
sailors?’
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Herbert William Harrell was a Petty Officer Stoker, 287426, Royal Navy. Age 36. Son of
William and Jane Harrell, of Stanhoe, Norfolk, husband of Anna Maria Harrell, of London St.
Brancaster, Norfolk.
William John Dodd Epps was a Petty Stoker too, 1541`31, (RFR/CH/A/1844), Royal Navy, age
47. Son of John Dodd Epps, of Dover, Kent, husband of Margaret Epps, of Bethel House, 138,
High St. Sandgate, Kent.

About Alfred Paddy (HMS Cressy) A new Member
Mr Andy Pritchatt:
‘ Hi, I wonder if you can help me? I'm part of a group who are researching the Melton,
Suffolk, War Memorial and on it is the name of Alfred Paddy of HMS Cressy. Our problem is
that we cannot find any connection between Alfred and the village.
Two other members of the HMS Cressy crew, Frederick William Clarke and Charles Thomas
Tampin who also died are on the Woodbridge War Memorial - the next door town to Melton
- so it could be that he was known to them.
If you could shed some light on Alfred we would be most grateful.
Regards’.
My answer:
‘I did some research, but no, I cannot find a connection either. This is all I
have: Able Seaman, SS/2639. (RFR/CH/B/10197) Royal Navy.’
And his:
‘Thanks for your reply and I'd love to see the next edition of your bulletin. I believe I have
found the answer to my question, it did take a bit of searching and a visit to my local record
office but it paid off in the end. Here is what I found out:
Alfred Paddy had been in the Royal Navy prior to the First World War joining on 1st October
1908 for a period of 5 years plus a further 7 in the "Fleet Reserve". His service record shows
he was transferred to the Reserve on 3rd November 1913. He started work as an attendant
at St Audry's Hospital (the Suffolk County Asylum) on 16th February 1914 and according to
staff records from the hospital he was called up for service on the 3rd August 1914. His
service record shows he joined HMS Cressy on 2nd August though.
So the connection to Melton and why he is on our memorial is that he lived and worked here,
albeit for only a few months. In fact he is on two War Memorials locally, the Melton village
memorial and one for the men who worked at St Audry's Asylum.
I'm still looking for any background information about Alfred and his family
so hopefully there will be a member out there who can help.’
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About Samuel Chancellor (HMS Cressy) A new Member
Mrs Sharon Ward:
‘Hi, My grandmother has a photo of a young man in uniform and under it has Sam
Challinsor 22nd Sept 1913 HMS Cressy.
I believe it may have been her step brother they lived Bangor Co Down N Ireland
Would the photo be useful for any historical displays or if you have had any
enquiries from direct family members?
Thanks’
Samuel Chancellor was a Stoker 1st Class, SS/1100580. Royal Navy. Age 22. Son of John and
Emily Chancellor, of Belfast.

About Frank Cooley (HMS Cressy) A new Member
From Mr Anthony Cooley:
‘ Came across your website while browsing. My great-uncle, Frank Cooley, was a stoker on
the Cressy. Whereas I haven't fully researched his service, I am aware that he had earlier
served on the battleship HMS Dominion, he is there on the census record for 1911. I
understand he had completed his naval service by 1913 and was one of those unfortunate
reservists who were called up to man those ageing death-traps which weren't supposed to
venture out by themselves! Needless to say, he was lost at sea, but a report in the Walsall
Observer shortly after the tragedy, records a surviving shipmate as stating that he had
seen Frank alive and clinging to wreckage. A short war for all those poorblokes wasn't it!’
Frank Richard Cooley was a Stoker 1st Class. SS/106582. (RFR/CH/B/9339) Royal Navy. Age
31. Son of Richard Cooley, of 21, Spout Lane, Walsall. Husband of Mary Ann Heath (formerly
Cooley), of Prichett St. Birmingham.

About Mr Joseph Rawlings (HMS Hogue)
Mrs Jane Allchin wrote me:
‘I have been researching my families trees over the last few years and have found out about
one of my great uncles who served as a stoker 1st class, his name was Joseph Eastoe
Rawlings SS/105702 (RFR/CH/B/8926) RN HMS HOGUE. I would love to find out some more
about this gentleman if I can as I would like to say more on my family tree paper.’
This is all I have:
Joseph Eastoe Rawlings, indeed Stoker 1st Class, SS/105702, age 24, Son of Mr and Mrs
Benjamin John Rawlings, of 58, Christchurch St. East Greenwich, London.
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About Mr William Munday (HMS Hogue)
Mrs Alison Morley, from New Zealand:
‘ I was interested to find your website. My Grandfather, William Munday was a stoker on the
Hogue. (Merchant Navy). He was in the water for many hours, having just finished his shift,
he probably survived because he had just left the engine rooms, and also because he was a
very strong swimmer.
He was taken by fishing boat (no details) to Holland. My Mother has a print of the three
ships, (apparently there were only three of these prints) by another survivor who was a close
friend, we think he also gave one to the Captain?
I now live in New Zealand but for most of my life lived near Chatham Dockyard, not realising
the link because my Grandfather came from London, but having obtained his records, he was
at that time based in Chatham.
Thank you for your reply’.
Later on:
‘Here is some more information.
William Davies Munday born in 25/1/1890, Stoke Newington London, Brought up in Bethnal
Green, son of a Carpenter/cabinet maker.
Born in 1890, he enlisted for the RN as a 2nd class stoker Number SS107625 in1908 for 5
years.
At the time of the HMS Hogue sinking, he was a !st Class Stoker(having previously signed up
with the Royal Fleet Reserve in Chatham for 7 years on 24 august 1913). He had joined the
crew of the Hogue on 2nd August 2014.
I heard this story as a child third hand as he died before I was born. He had just finished his
shift and left the engine room ( if not he probably would not had survived, he had very little
clothes on and was in the water many hours before being picked up by the "Flora" and taken
to Holland. We think his strength as a Water polo player and amateur Boxer helped him
survive. When he was sent back to the UK he apparently arrived at home to the great shock
of his mother, as in the newspapers he had been erroneously listed as missing.
The local Pub were apparently having a memorial toast to him when he walked in!
We have a print of which there were only apparently 3 produced, of the sinking. It was
apparently done by a friend of my fathers, who also have one to the Captain. Will upload a (
poor) photo of this, also a photo of my grandfather.
I found during my research he was "Mentioned in dispatches" and his service record also
shows good conduct all the way through.
I was born in London and moved to Chatham as a child, living in that area until ten years ago
when I came to New Zealand. Unfortunately I did not realise the Chatham Connection with
my Grandfather until more recently when doing my research which I find rather ironic! I did
not realise he was based at Chatham for some of his service.
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The story of the sinking of the three ships was something I heard of as a child, but obviously
did not understand, and I thank people like you for putting the story together and making
history so much more real and complete, as well as the Commemoration service to bring the
relatives together.
Regards
Alison Morley, New Zealand’
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My reaction: As I always do, I start a search in my files upon every new Member. Mrs Morley
says that William has been in Holland, and she mentiond the ‘Flora’. So I thought, perhaps he
is in the Visitor’s Book of ‘Duin en Kruidberg’, where Mr Cremer was very happy to oblige
survivers. And yes, he is there, with his signature. To me a this is great, you will understand.
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About Henry Arnold (HMS Hogue)
I received two mails about Henry: The first is of Mrs Maria Chaffey:
‘ Hello, I would like to join your society. I have only yesterday found out that my great great
uncle, Henry Arnold (1st class stoker) was killed on HMS Hogue. Henry was my
grandmother's (Minnie Arnold /Whiston)uncle. My dad, Charles Whiston, is 81. We live in
Haywards Heath, Sussex. He sadly cannot remember Minnie telling him anything about
Henry, so I have no anecdotes I'm afraid’.
Best Regards
Maria Chaffey
And the second was:
‘Dear Sir/ Madam, Please send two (2) tickets for: Entry into The Historic Dockyard (including
all galleries and attractions; )Entry into The Commemorative Drumhead Service. My Great
Uncle Henry Arnold was drowned when HMS Hogue sunk.
Thank you,
Kind regards Geraldine Caruana
I am trying to get those two together. This happened before: re-uniting families, that lost
trace of each other.
But for now just this:
Henry Arnold was a stoker 1st Class, 297700 (RFR/CH/B/9798). Royal Navy. Son of George
and Mary Ann Arnold of Fingal St. East Greenwich, husband of Lillian Ethel Arnold, of 14,
Fingal St. East Greenwich, London.

About Edgar Pryke (HMS Hogue)
From Mrs Wendy Ingham:
‘ We have only just found out my great grandfather died on HMS Hogue. We have no pictures
of him and wondered if anyone had heard of him, his name was Edgar Pryke and he was an
Engine Room Artificer. I know his name is on the memorial at Chatham. Can you help me
with more information?’
Thank you for this question. I cannot promise I'll find details about your Great grandfather,
but I'll do my utmost. But it will take some time, because the aftermath of the Centennial
causes me a lot of work.
‘I completely understand. I am trying to find out for my father who is also an ex royal marine.
My grandfather was 6 months old when his father was killed and nobody ever talked about
it. Thank you so much anything would be useful.’
I did my utmost but this was it: Edgar Pryke, Engine Room Artificer 1st Class, 269721, Royal
Navy. I am sorry.
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William Edward Bowes (HMS Hogue)
This information comes from Mr Ian Bowes.
I really appreciate the Livebait Squadron Society and all the information about the "Three
before breakfast" incident.
I am related to a stoker who died on the HMS Hogue, William Edward Bowes was my great
grandfather, and he died before my Grandfather was born in January 1915.
I've been interested in tracking down as much information as I can on the incident, and my
great grandfathers situation and part played. Obviously my grandfather Edward Bowes
didn't know his father and I haven't really got any idea of what he looked like - I have
inherited some family photographs but I don't really know what I'm looking for.
My Granda Ted, Edward Bowes was involved in the Second World War as a Sergeant
Major in a Heavy Anti-Aircraft Battery and saw action in Dunkirk as part of the BEF and in
North Africa and Italy. All I know is that they were a poor family living in Hartlepool, so I
doubt any photographs of my Great grandfather exist.
Because William Bowes died before my Granda saw him I have very little information about
him, but I am very curious to find out as much as I can about him and the demise of the
Livebait Squadron.
I know his memorial is in Chatham with the following data recorded against it WILLIAM
EDWARD BOWES, Rank: Stoker, Service No: 2652T, Date of Death: 22/09/1914, Age: 27
Regiment/Service: Royal Naval Reserve H.M.S. "Hogue." Panel Reference: 8. Memorial:
CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL.
Additional Information: Son of William Edward and Mary Bowes, of Hartlepool; husband of
Margaret Bowes, of 7, Blaydon St., Hartlepool, Durham
There are no living relatives to data-mine for any further information, hopefully I can take an
active part in the society and learn a lot more.
Yours, Ian Bowes

About Herbert Honey (HMS Hogue)
Mr Anthony Lee sent me this question:
‘ If you are not on touch with the family of Herbert Honey of HMS HOGUE I can help’.
My answer: ‘I am not. Your info is very welcome’ and later on:
‘I have passed your letter to the family of Herbert Honey and they will be in touch with you.
You might also like this. It is detail off our war cemetery in Sparsholt, Oxfordshire.’
Anthony Lee
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The Great War 1914 - 1918

These noble men of Sparsholt and Westcot
who did not come home and whose names will live for evermore
Private Ernest Walter Ackrill d. 26 August 1914
19 Westcot Lane, Westcot

Armourer's Crew Herbert Honey d. 22 September 1914
School House, Sparsholt

Lance Sergeant Henry John Wiltshire d. 21 February 1916
9 Westcot, Westcot

2nd Lt Francis Gordon Shirreff d. 1 July 1916
Glebe House, Sparsholt

Private Thomas Rowland d. 15 October 1916
Star Cottages, Sparsholt

Private Alfred Thomas Wiltshire d. 8 March 1917
9 Westcot, Westcot

Sergeant Alfred John Wallington d. 13 April 1917
23 Westcot Lane, Westcot

Private Frederick Sims d. 17 April 1917
Watery Lane, Sparsholt

Private Thomas Ackrill d. 25 July 1917
19 Westcot Lane, Westcot

Private Elijah Rowland d. 21 August 1917
Star Cottage, Sparsholt

Private Henry Wallington d. 21 March 1918
23 Westcot Lane, Westcot

Private Archibald Richard Pocock d. 28 March 1918
Sparsholt

Private Fred Evans d. 4 August 1918
18 Hatford, Faringdon and Sparsholt

Private Frederic George Hicks d. 4 September 1918
Post Office, Church Way, Sparsholt

Private Robert Wallington d. 15 October 1918
23 Westcot Lane, Westcot

Captain Clifford Angus Mallam M.C and Bar d. 28 October 1918
Hall Place, Sparsholt
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Herbert Honey, Armourer’s Crew. M/7486. Royal Navy, age 21. Son of Emmanuel and Sophia
Honey, of Sparsholt, Wantage. Berks.

About Mr Robert Johnston (HMS Hogue) (again)
I wrote about Robert before: Bulletin-5 and Bulletin-6. Mr Michael Johnston sent me this,
22nd September 2014.
‘How lovely to read about my grandad Robert JOHNSTON 340521 on your site. He was on on

HMS Houge and like many of his mess mates, lost his life.
My Father was 3 years of and could not tell me much about his dad. I was fortunate to visit
the RN chapel of rest in Edinburgh castle 20 years ago and saw my grandfather in the book. It
bought a lump to my throat.
My sister has just called and informed on her local news, Chatham, that a service is being
held at I understand in Pembroke, otherwise I would not have known.
I have just copied a photograph of Robert with his wife and maybe my dear Dad from your
website.
Thank you for your info on this subject, I found it most educating.
Regards, Mike Johnston, retired Army Warrant Officer’.

About Mr Joseph Pink (HMS Hogue)
Mr David Pink wrote:
‘ Interesting Site. My great Grandfather was Joseph Pink from Crocker hill and died on the
HMS Hogue’.
Joseph Pink was a gunner. RMA/5791. (RMR/B/501). Royal Marine Artillery. Age 37. Son of
Joseph and Phoebe Pink, of Crocker Hill, Fareham. Husband of Alice Maud Pink, of Shirril
Heath, Botley, Hants. He is remembered at the Portsmouth Naval Memorial.

About Mr Henry Allen (HMS Hogue)
From Mr Don Allen:
‘ Hello.......My second cousin....Petty Officer Stoker Henry Allen was serving aboard HMS
HOGUE when it was sunk in the North Sea September 22nd 1914.
My wife and I attended the Commemoration at Chatham Dockyard on the anniversary 22nd
September 2014,how does one join the Live Bait Squadron Society.
My regards Don Allen.’

39

Arthur James Allen was a Private. CH/14735. (RMR/B/1318) Royal Marine Light Infantry. Age
31. Husband of E.E. Allen, of 25, New St. Chatham, Kent.

About William Finnigan (HMS Hogue) A new Member
Mr Peter William Finnigan wrote:
‘ Hello, I have just discovered your site and found it very interesting and very informative.
My grandfather William Finnigan Able seaman 208508 was lost on HMS Houge.
I went to Chatham on the 100 year anniversary and met a few others who had
also lost their grandfathers and great uncles.
I read an article about Dutch salvages were robbing from the wrecks of the three ships and
was very disturbed by this as it is a war grave.
I would like to subscribe to your site if possible and keep me informed by mail on any news or
updates’

.
William Finnigan was an Able Seaman, 208508, (RFR/CH/B/5192). Royal Navy. Age 29. Son of
James and Margaret Finnigan, of Liverpool, husband of Emily Finnigan, of 11, Milner Road,
Luddendenfoot, Yorkshire.

About Robert Daughters (HMS Hogue) A new Member
Mr Robert L. Smith is his grandson. Robert was a survivor of the Hogue.
‘ While researching my grandfather's life I came across this site and now interested in
learning more. His name is Robert Daughters and was a crew member of HMS Hogue the
day it was lost.
I have possession of his medals and his original naval service record. The record indicates he
was a Petty Officer probably assigned to the engine room.
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Although I have some pictures of him I would be interested in obtaining others, if any are
available.
His naval record is an interesting archive. Regarding the Hogue the entry gives the date he
joined ship and on the date it was lost simply states "left ship". Quite an understatement.
There are no members of his family left in Great Britain. All his descendants are Canadian,
living on the west coast of Canada.
I look forward to further contact with you.’
After my welcoming him he wrote:
‘Tthank you for responding to my enquiry. I appreciate it very much. I have attached two
pictures and one document for you. (Henk: a pity the document is too faded to publish it
here)
My grandfather joined the Royal Navy in 1891 at the age of 15 years and served until the
end of WW I. The first photo shows him in 1894, serving on HMS Wildfire and the second
photo, I believe, was shortly after the loss of HMS Hogue. His cap tally shows he was at HMS
Pembroke which I believe was a naval land base.
The attached page of his service records shows the ships he served on, during his career.
Although the name HMS Hogue is in very faded ink the dates of service are clear. It indicates
he joined the ship on 02 Aug 14 and, of course, left the ship on 22 Sep 14. I was incorrect
regarding his rank at that time, which appears to have been an Able Seaman on the
date HMS Hogue was lost.
After he left the Royal Navy, Robert Daughters lived in London then Broadstairs Kent. His
daughter and only surviving child married a Canadian serviceman during WWII.
Robert Daughters passed away in 1956. I visited him and my grandmother in 1955, when I
was 11 years old. My grandmother passed away shortly after her husband.
My children and I became interested in researching our family background, which
eventually led me to your organization. We would greatly appreciate any pictures of the
crew of HMS Hogue or documentation that might be available, especially if my grandfather
can be identified in any of them.
Thank you for your time. This family research has been very interesting, so far. We have
been able to trace back several generations.
Cheers,
Robert L. Smith
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About Herbert Claude Stubbs (HMS Hogue) A new Member
Claude was the Great-Great Uncle of Mr Bryan Newman. His first email:
‘ Hi, I have some photos of, and information about, Gunner Herbert Claude Stubbs
R.M.A. who died (age 38) on the Hogue if they are of any interest.
Let me know what email address to send them to.’
And the second:
‘Hi, This photo and information may be of interest: My Great-Great Uncle Herbert Claude
Stubbs served and died, in the Royal Marines Artillery, on the Hogue. I am told that in the
family he was always known as Claude and never as Herbert. He was one of four brothers
from the Stubbs family to serve in the First World War. His sisters were in the Women’s
Legion.
The attached press cutting relating to the death of his brother, Sec. Lt. Lewis Robert Stubbs
M.C. Royal Garrison Artillery, on the 29th March 1918, gives the impression that he may have
also received the M.C. but, I have not yet found any proof.
Previously he had seen action and was wounded in the Secord Boer War serving with H.M.S.
Monarch. The photo shows him some time after the Boer War as a Gunner R.M.A, wearing
his Queen’s South Africa Medal with the two clasps received for Belmont and Modder River*.
Between his two stints in the R.M.A. he was a pub landlord in Surrey.
He is honoured at the Naval war Memorial Portsmouth, Hampshire and also at the Southwick
and Boarhunt War memorial.
Thanks
Bryan Newman
*Queen’s South Africa Medal
Stubbs H. C. Gunner QSA (2) Belmont, Modder River. Ref: RMA5.329. Wounded Graspan 25
Nov. 1899 Source: QSA medal rolls HMS Monarch .
STUBBS, Herbert C, Gunner, RMA (RFR B 819), late RMA 5329’
Claude Stubbs (RFR/B/819), Royal Marine Artillery, Age 38. Son of Mr and Mrs Robert Stubbs
of Shirrell Heath, Botley Hampshire.
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About Mr Stewart Greig (HMS Hogue) A new Member
Mrs Anne Anderson:
‘ Whilst carrying out some research on the WW1 men of the village of Balfron, Stirlingshire,
Scotland, I came across an article in the Stirling Observer Newspaper regarding a Lance
Corporal Stewart Greig who had gone downwith 'The Hogue'. I can't see him listed on your
site and wondered if you have any further information on him? I would be happy to send a
copy (or a transcription) of the article. I have included him as a Balfron man in my research,
but it may be the case that he was included in the newspaper because he was the brother of
a resident of the village and he himself had no direct connection with Balfron’.
The next mail from Anne was this one:
‘Thank you for your quick reply!
Attached is the article from: The Stirling Observer (and Perthshire Herald), Saturday 10th
October 1914, Page 4 (Column 1), BALFRON.’

Stewart Greig was a Lance Corporal. CH/15295. Royal Marine Light Infantry. Age 34. Son of
Family Geig of Dundee. Awarded Africa General Service Medal Somaliland.

About Mr William Law Cadger (HMS Hogue) A new Member
Mr Malcolm Munro mails me ‘My great grandfather William Law Cadger lost his life on the
Hogue. More to follow.’
William Law Cadger was a Leading Stoker, 293766 (RFR/PO/B/4793. Royal Navy. Age 31. Son
of Robertson and Jean Law Cadger, of Bucksburn, Aberdeenshire, husband of Anne M.
Cadger, of 67, Don St. Old Aberdeen.
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About George William Emptage (HMS Hogue) A new Member
Mr M. Meade :
‘Hi, the Post Office has decided to downgrade the Post Office from a crown to wh smiths. A
memorial to the fallen in world war one and two is on the customer side. One of the names is
a George William Emptage who was a petty officer on the HMS Hogue. As you will know one
of the 48 souls lost on the Hogue. His name is listed on the Royal Navy Memorial at Chatham
(Plate 1).
We are currently in the middle of a campaign to keep the office as a crown post office and
protect the memory of these men. we may not succeed. The issue is the placing of the plaque.
if it goes to a museum it will be lost in translation.’
George William Emptage was a Petty Officer 1st Class. 160112. (RFR/CH/B/2960). Royal
Navy. Age 39. Son of Albert and Annie Emptage, of Margate. Husband of Frances Ane
Emptage, of 65, Byron Rd. Margate.
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