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INTRODUCTION, BY YOUR VIRTUAL CHAIRMAN
Dear members,
Welcome to this Special Commemoration Bulletin about the September Commemoration
ceremonies, which were held at Chatham (21st, 22nd), at sea off the Dutch coast (23rd), The
Hague (24th), and Noordwijk (25th). Because of its size this Bulletin is divided into two parts.
The afternoon meeting of 21 September at Chatham’s St. George’s Centre was with 250
participants fully booked.
The Chatham Historic Dockyard was with 1.000 participants (900 relatives and 100 others)
booked-up too for the events of Monday 22nd September.
A group of Dutch divers commemorated Tuesday 23rd at sea the sinking of the three
cruisers.
With 100 guests also booked up were the ceremonies in Den Haag, 24st September.
Amongst them about thirty guests from the United Kingdom and five from Germany.
In the evening of 25th at Noordwijk, the Boulevard, a fine new Memorial has been unveiled.
In this Bulletin more about this concluding event.
With this Bulletin I trust to give you all a lasting impression of these days.
I am very grateful to a lot of people. On behalf of you I sent letters with expression of thanks
to the Mayor and Council of Medway, the Historic Dockyard Chatham Trust, the ProjectTeam
of the Historic Dockyard Chatham, The First Sea Lord, The Lord Lieutenant of Kent, The
Mayor of Den Haag, The Board and Team of ‘Muzee’ Scheveningen.
The credits for the photo’s are for Marius van Leeuwen (ML), the official photographer of
our Society, for Daniel Turner (DT) of the Dockyard, David Knott (DK) of the Royal Marines,
Mrs Diany Stoel, our daughter in law (DS), Cor Kuyvenhoven and Udo van Dongen.
Henk H.M. van der Linden

Some (press) coverage of the Events
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3TE1W1l6SyM BBC South East
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IuB8ZwKQ2EY ForcesTV
http://www.kent-lieutenancy.org.uk/centenary-commemoration-of-the-sinking-of-threecruisers-of-the-chatham-division-22nd-september-2014-2/
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-kent-29239284
http://forces.tv/31306909
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygddvCwL8qg Mr Joop Berkhout
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SUNDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER
The credits for the Sunday’s photo’s are for Mr Marius van Leeuwen
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Mr Robin Burfoot

Mayor Barry Kemp Mrs Ann West Henk van der Linden

Filmmaker Klaudie Bartelink about the Documentary
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Some impressions of the informal meeting
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MONDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER COMMEMORATION DAY AT CHATHAM
10.00

The Historic Dockyard Chatham open to visitors.

A warm welcome:

DS

Relatives of those lost on the cruisers collected here their pinbutton.
Orange = Aboukir, Blue = Cressy, Yellow = Hogue.

ML

No.5 Covered Slip waiting for us

DS
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In the meantime:

ML

ML

ML

DT
Admiral Ian Garnett (Chair CHDT)

The L-L of Kent

DT
Toos, my wife

DT

DT
(right) Kerry Childs (PA to) Bill Ferris (CEO HDC)

DT
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14.00

A Service
commemorating the 100th Anniversary
of the beginning of the First World War
and the loss of
HMS ABOUKIR, HMS HOGUE & HMS CRESSY

Monday 22nd September 2014
The Historic Dockyard Chatham
In the presence of
His Royal Highness The Duke of Kent KG
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The Loss of HMS Aboukir, HMS Hogue & HMS Cressy
22 September 1914
Britain entered the First World War with the world’s largest Navy equipped with some of the
world’s most modern warships and also some of the most obsolescent. These included three
12,000-ton Chatham Division cruisers HMS Aboukir, HMS Hogue and HMS Cressy. Although
only 14 years old the pace of technological change at the turn of the 20th century had left
them slower, less well armed and less well protected than their more modern counterparts.
In late July 1914, with the prospect of war looming, Winston Churchill, the First Lord of the
Admiralty, mobilised the Royal Navy. The First and Second Fleets, the Navy’s most modern
and best trained ships, were sent to their war stations at Scapa Flow and in the
Mediterranean whilst the Third Fleet was brought out of reserve with crews brought up to full
complement with men from the Royal Fleet Reserve and Volunteer Reserve. HMS Aboukir,
HMS Hogue and HMS Cressy, were despatched from Chatham to Harwich as part of the 7th
Cruiser Squadron to support a force of destroyers and submarines patrolling the southern
half of the North Sea.
On the 5th August, the day after war was declared HMS Lance, a Chatham-manned
destroyer, fired the first British shot of the war in action in the North Sea against the
Koningen Louise, a German minelayer. The next day, HMS Amphion, a Devonport based
scout cruiser, became the first Royal Naval loss of the war – sunk by one of the Koningen
Louise’s mines. A month later on the 5th September the Chatham light cruiser HMS
Pathfinder was torpedoed off the East Coast of Scotland - the Royal Navy’s first ship to be
sunk by a submarine launched torpedo.
Worse was to come. Three weeks later on the morning of the 22 September 1914, HMS
Aboukir, HMS Hogue and HMS Cressy were alone on patrol off the Hook of Holland, bad
weather having prevented the destroyers and submarines they were meant to support setting
to sea.
In the early hours of the morning they were spotted by a German submarine the U9. At 6.25
am HMS Aboukir was torpedoed and began to sink. Thinking she had hit a stray mine – both
HMS Hogue and HMS Cressy stopped to pick up survivors. By the time it became clear that
she had been torpedoed by a submarine HMS Hogue too had been hit (sinking within ten
minutes) – followed shortly after by HMS Cressy.
Within a period of 90 minutes all three ships with a combined complement of 2,250 men on
board, had been sunk by a single 425 ton German U-boat with a crew of 29. 1,459 men, both
regulars and reservists, nearly all from the Chatham Division of the Royal Navy, many with
close ties to Kent, were killed. The majority were lost at sea, although some bodies were
recovered and buried in cemeteries in Holland. 791 men survived, rescued by the Flora and
Titan, two Dutch merchant ships, which hurried to the scene of the tragedy, and Royal Naval
warships led by the Chatham-built cruiser HMS Lowestoft which arrived some hours later.
On the 22nd September 1914 the Royal Navy and the people of Britain were brought face-toface with the grim realities of modern submarine warfare. The Valour, Loss and Sacrifice
shown on that day in the face of an often unseen enemy was to continue throughout the war.
By November 1918 over 13,000 men of the Chatham Division of the Royal Navy had lost
their lives. 8,299 were lost at sea and are commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial –
whilst over 4,700 were buried on land in cemeteries across the world.
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The service is led by The Right Reverend Dr Stephen Venner DL
and
The Revd Scott Brown, Chaplain of the Fleet

ML

Music provided by the Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines
(CTCRM) Lympstone

DS
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ALL STAND for the entrance of His Royal Highness The Duke of Kent KG.

DT

Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you
All
and also with you.

ML
Mayor and Mr Thijs
Mr Mark Sir Tim Laurence
Mrs Kemp van Leeuwen Verheul
(The Hague) (The Hague)
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The Bishop welcomes the congregation.

DT

DT

During the singing of this hymn the drumhead is built and the Standards are
presented.
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
o’er the world’s tempestuous sea;
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
for we have no help but thee;
yet possessing every blessing,
if our God our Father be.
Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us:
all our weakness thou dost know;
thou didst tread this earth before us,
thou didst feel its keenest woe;
lone and dreary, faint and weary,
through the desert thou didst go.
Spirit of our God, descending,
fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
love with every passion blending,
pleasure that can never cloy:
thus provided, pardoned, guided,
nothing can our peace destroy.
J. Edmeston (1791 - 1867)
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The Bishop introduces the service
We have gathered here today to remember all those who were caught up in the
courageous but tragic events of the First World War, especially for the crews of HMS
Aboukir, HMS Hogue and HMS Cressy, three Chatham Division Cruisers. We
remember all those who were killed in action, or by disease, the bereaved, the lost,
the families which were shattered, the wounded, maimed and injured, those who held
in silence unspeakable memories of warfare.
As we remember those who fought and those who remained anxiously at home in
this community, we ask His Royal Highness to unveil the commemorative plaque.

Unveiling and dedication of the plaque
The plaque is unveiled and the Bishop dedicates it:

DK

As we remember before God, and commend to his sure keeping those whom we
remember today; those whom we knew, and those whose memory we treasure, and
all who lived and died in the service of their country and mankind, we dedicate this
commemorative plaque in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen

ALL SIT
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First Reading – Extracts from a contemporary account of the action
Read by Julie Cook, Grand-daughter of John Richard Back who was lost in HMS
Cressy

ML

Report by Commander Bertram W L Nicholson RN, Late of HMS Cressy
September 23, 1914
Sir, I have the honour to submit the following report in connection with the sinking of
HMS Cressy in company with HMS Aboukir and HMS Hogue on the morning of
September 22:Whilst on patrol duty Aboukir was struck at 6.25 a.m. on the starboard beam. Hogue
and Cressy closed and took up position, Hogue ahead of Aboukir and Cressy about
400 yards on port beam.
As soon as it was seen that Aboukir was in danger of sinking all boats were sent
away from Cressy; when cutters full of Aboukir's men were returning to Cressy,
Hogue was struck. Almost directly after Hogue was hit we observed a periscope on
our port bow about 300 yards off. Fire was immediately opened and engines put full
speed ahead with intention of running her down.
Captain Johnson then manoeuvred Cressy so as to render assistance to crews of
Hogue and Aboukir. About five minutes later another periscope was seen on our
starboard quarter. The track of a torpedo, fired at a range of 500 to 600 yards, was
plainly visible, and it struck us, starboard side, just before the after bridge; the ship
listed about 10 deg. to starboard and remained steady.
A second torpedo fired by the same submarine missed and passed about 20 feet
astern. About a quarter of an hour after the first torpedo had hit, a third torpedo, fired
from a submarine just before starboard beam, hit us in no. 5 boiler room at 7.00 a.m.
the ship then began to heel rapidly, and finally turned keel up, remaining so for about
20 minutes before she sank at 7.55 a.m.
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Second Reading
Read by Admiral Sir George Zambellas KCB DSC ADC DL - First Sea Lord and Chief
of the Naval Staff

DK

1

Let us now sing the praises of famous men,
our ancestors in their generations.
2
The Lord apportioned to them great glory,
his majesty from the beginning.
3
There were those who ruled in their kingdoms,
and made a name for themselves by their valour;
those who gave counsel because they were intelligent;
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those who spoke in prophetic oracles;
4
those who led the people by their counsels
and by their knowledge of the people’s lore;
they were wise in their words of instruction;
5
those who composed musical tunes,
or put verses in writing;
6
rich men endowed with resources,
living peacefully in their homes –
7
all these were honoured in their generations,
and were the pride of their times.
8
Some of them have left behind a name,
so that others declare their praise.
9
But of others there is no memory;
they have perished as though they had never existed;
they have become as though they had never been born,
they and their children after them.
10
But these also were godly men,
whose righteous deeds have not been forgotten;
11
their wealth will remain with their descendants,
and their inheritance with their children’s children.
14
Their bodies are buried in peace,
but their name lives on generation after generation.
Ecclesiasticus 44.1-11, 14

This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God

ALL STAND

Hymn
O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home;
Beneath the shadow of thy throne
thy saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is thine arm alone,
and our defence is sure.
Before the hills in order stood,
or earth received her frame,
from everlasting thou art God,
to endless years the same.
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A thousand ages in thy sight
are like an evening gone,
short as the watch that ends the night
before the rising sun.
Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
bears all its sons away;
they fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the opening day.
O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
be thou our guard while troubles last,
and our eternal home.
Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748)

ALL SIT

The Address by the Bishop
‘In a sermon last week, the Archbishop of Canterbury said
“We are living through a time when it seems that daily the darkness deepens, the shadows
fall, the weight of human evil seems to grow.”
Nobody can be ignorant of the truth of that remark – evil of ISIS, millions of suffering people, ebola
outbreak, political troubles in Israel/Palestine, Eastern Europe and so many parts of the world.
Auschwitz. Memorial at the end of the railway line: “Forever let this place be a cry of despair and a
warning. And yet … and yet … in the depth of the darkness and despair were flickers of light
o In punishment block of torture and death (as if being in the camp wasn’t bad enough) was a cell
with a paschal candle. The cell of Maximilian Kolbe.
o

Dozens of similar, if less famous stories - Rows of portraits – some with flowers on frames

So into the darkness of our world today there shine a multitude of lights, of people whose bravery,
generosity, acts of love, and even their deaths, is quite simply inspirational. Some, like the sportsmen
in the Invictus games and others, make headlines for all sorts of reasons. Most don’t. Yet all are
significant. All give hope. All inspire others.
So it has always been. Today we recall one particular and very special cadre of people. On 22
September 1914 three of our ships were sunk. Many were killed. Others survived. There were
countless acts of bravery, generosity and self-sacrifice.
It was in one sense just another dark moment among countless others. One tragedy among many in
the First World War. One disaster among many in the history of our world.
Yet in another sense, like all such events, it was and remains unique. Those men were, are and always
will be unique. Families, friends, comrades, fellow citizens continue to hold their memories dear. As
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the writer of Ecclesiasticus reminds us: these people may not have been famous. Their experiences
may not rank among the most memorable even of the First World War.
But these also were godly men, whose righteous deeds have not been forgotten; their wealth
will remain with their descendants, and their inheritance with their children’s children. Their
bodies are buried in peace, but their name lives on generation after generation.
Yet the real legacy must be in the lives of those of us who meet to remember them today. Will we, like
them and so many others, give generously of our time, our talents, our worldly goods, and, above all,
of our love in order to make our families, our communities, our world better places to live? How we
do that will differ from person to person. We may be tempted to think that we are so unimportant
that anything we do will not make any difference. We may never be remembered in services like this.
But, under God, nothing we do will ever be lost of wasted, for the simple fact is that, however dark
the darkness may be, even a tiny light can overcome it.

All REMAIN SEATED to pray
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Prayers
Led by the Chaplain of the Fleet
For the Forces of the Crown
Almighty God, in you alone we find safety and peace.
We commend to your gracious keeping
all the men and women
who serve in the Navy, the Army, or the Air Force,
who face danger and put their lives at risk
so that others might live in safety.
Defend them day by day by your heavenly power;
and help them to know
that they can never pass beyond the reach of your care.
Keep alive in them and in us your vision of that peace
which alone we must seek and serve;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.
A responsorial prayer of commemoration
Remember, Lord, those whose stories were unspoken and untold.
All
Jesus, remember them when you come into your kingdom.
Remember, Lord, those whose minds were darkened and disturbed by memories of
war.
All
Jesus, remember them when you come into your kingdom
Remember, Lord, those who suffered in silence, and those whose bodies were
disfigured by injury and pain.
All
Jesus, remember them when you come into your kingdom.
Father of all, remember your holy promise, and look with love on all your people,
living and departed. On this day we especially ask that you would hold for ever all
who suffered during the First World War, those who returned scarred by warfare,
those who waited anxiously at home, and those who returned wounded, and
disillusioned; those who mourned, and those communities that were diminished and
suffered loss. Remember too those who acted with kindly compassion, those who
bravely risked their own lives for their comrades, and those who in the aftermath of
war, worked tirelessly for a more peaceful world. And as you remember them,
remember us, O Lord; grant us peace in our time and a longing for the day when
people of every language, race, and nation will be brought into the unity of Christ’s
kingdom. This we ask in the name of the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gathering our prayers and praises into one,
let us pray with confidence
the prayer that our Saviour has taught us
and that we share with those who lived and died before us.
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

ALL STAND

Hymn
During which the standards and returned and the drumhead is dismantled.
Eternal Father, strong to save,
Whose arm hath bound the restless wave,
Who bid'st the mighty ocean deep
Its own appointed limits keep;
O hear us when we cry to thee,
for those in peril on the sea.
O Christ, the Universal Lord,
who suffered death by nails and sword,
from all assault of deadly foe
sustain thy soldiers where they go;
and evermore hold in thy hand
all those in peril on the land.
O Holy Spirit, Lord of grace
Who fills with strength the human race;
Inspire mankind to know the right,
Guide all who dare the eagle's flight;
And underneath thy wings of care
Guard all from peril in the air.
O Trinity of love and power!
Our brethren shield in danger's hour;
From rock and tempest, fire and foe,
Protect them wheresoe'er they go;
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee,
Praise from the air, the land and sea.
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Handing over of a wreath
Introduced by Henk van der Linden, Chairman, The Live Bait Squadron Society

ML

‘On Wednesday 24th September the Mayor of The Hague and the Live Bait
Squadron Society will continue the commemorations marking the loss of HMS
ABOUKIR, HMS HOGUE and HMS CRESSY in Holland. An exhibition entitled ‘The
Live Bait Squadron’ will be officially opened at the Muzee Scheveningen followed by
a ceremony at the Municipal Cemetery, Den Haag.
I ask the Mayor of Medway and the Mayor of The Hague to join me.
I call upon the Mayor of Medway to pass a traditional commemorative poppy wreath
to the Mayor of The Hague with the request that this wreath be taken by him and laid
on behalf of the people of Medway at the Municipal Cemetery, Den Haag on
Wednesday 24th September in remembrance of the loss of the three cruisers HMS
ABOUKIR, HMS HOGUE and HMS CRESSY.
The Mayor of Medway represents the people of Medway who recognise and thank
the Dutch people for their rescue and kind acts in caring for the survivors from His
Majesty’s Ships ABOUKIR, HOGUE and CRESSY and also to remember the 1,459
men lost in the action of 22nd September 1914 of which 1,264 were from the
Chatham Port Division.
The handing of this wreath to the Mayor of The Hague symbolises the connection
between the people of Medway and the people of The Hague today, a connection
made stronger by the history of one hundred years ago.
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The Poppy Wreath is handed to the representative of Mayor of The Hague by the
Mayor of Medway.

DT

Act of Remembrance
Mayor of Medway
Let us remember before God,
and commend to his sure keeping:
those who have died for their country in conflict;
those whom we knew, and whose memory we treasure,
particularly those who served in HMS Aboukir, HMS Hogue and HMS Cressy;
and all who have lived and died in the service of humanity.
Mayor of The Hague
They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
Mayors of Medway and The Hague together
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
All

We will remember them.
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The Last Post

The Silence
Reveille

The Blessing
By the Bishop
May God grant to the living, grace;
to the departed, rest;
to the Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth, and all people,
peace and concord;
and to us and all his servants, life everlasting;
and the blessing of God almighty,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
come down upon you and remain with you always.
All
Amen.

27

The National Anthem
God save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen.
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us:
God save the Queen.
Thy choicest gifts in store
On her be pleased to pour,
Long may she reign.
May she defend our laws,
And ever give us cause
To sing with heart and voice,
God save the Queen.

The standards are carried from the Church followed by the Band of HM Royal
Marines and the Royal Navy Guard.
The Ministers and Principal Guests follow.

ML
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To a Naval Cadet
Lost in HMS Hogue, North Sea
Hero of tender age,
Scarce had you turned a page
Of the fair Book of Life, ere it was ended:
As bud by autumn nipped,
Closed Youth’s sweet manuscript, Dust once again to dust descended.
Called from the sheltered peace
Of naval colleges,
True to the training and the breed of you,
Putting your games aside,
You thrilled with boyish pride
To think that now your Motherland had need of you.
Not yours to know delight
In the keen, hard-fought fight,
The shock of battle and the battle’s thunder;
But suddenly to feel
Deep, deep beneath the keel,
The vital blow that rives the ship asunder.
Well might a soul more staid
Than yours have been afraid
In whom th’ encroaching sea no fear could waken,
So to your end you passed
Steadfast unto the last,
Bearing your boyhood’s courage still unshaken.
But ere the icy breath
Of that grim spectre Death
Had any power to affright or pain you,
Hovered around your head
Shades of our Greater Dead –
I like to think – to welcome and sustain you.
For all your tender years,
Amidst your mother’s tears
Still must there be one glowing thought of pride for her,
And those less fortunate
Must envy your fate
So to have served your Land and to have died for her.

Noel F. M. Corbett
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16.00 Marching and musical performance Royal Marines Band

DT

DK
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And now: the Team

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1 Anthony Morse

Hospitality, Events & Group Trade Manager CHDT

2 Kerry Childs

PA to Admiral Sir Ian Garnett KCB - Chairman
PA to Bill Ferris OBE – Chief Executive

3. Jane Snoswell

Midshipsman RNR | Ops Support | Naval Regional Command
Eastern England

4. Richard Dixon

Deputy to the Lord Lieutenant of Kent

5. Gail James

Communications Manager CHDT

6. Ann West

Deputy to the Lord Lieutenant of Kent

7. Bill Ferris

Chief Executive Historic Dockyard Chatham

8. Henk van der Linden

Chairman The Live Bait Squadron Society

9. Richard Holdsworth

Preservation & Education Director

10. Alex Patterson

Collections & Galleries Manager
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