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INTRODUCTION, BY YOUR VIRTUAL CHAIRMAN
Dear Friends,
Here it is - our Society’s fourth Bulletin. Time is passing swiftly, so we better hurry to
brief you all on the Society’s latest developments. Saying we mustn’t complain would be
an understatement. At our first gathering in Chatham on September 22, 2012, about
twenty relatives of the cruisers’ crews were present. In the previous Bulletin we were
able to report a number of fifty-five members, and since then nineteen new members
have presented themselves. A word of welcome will be addressed them later in this
Bulletin.
New members bring along new stories. All of those are being collected and added to the
personal files of the late crewmembers concerned. These files thus include various
stories and pictures, gathered by their descendants and relatives. Apart from being
published in the Bulletins, these contributions appear on the website under the heading
“About the Men.”
As this Bulletin is written, late July 2013, the Society has been able to establish files on
74 crewmembers. On inquiry it appeared that on average every late crewmember is
represented by four family members. So in this case this would stand for about 300
related members. Along with the existing 250 non-related members we’re talking of
more than 500 members, and their number is steadily growing.
We’re sorry to have to disappoint those of our readers who’ve been looking forward to
any real news regarding the September 2014 Centennial commemoration. At this
moment in time it is too early day yet to come up with a detailed schedule. We can
however assure all our readers that officials and individuals concerned, both inside the
UK and abroad, are busy with the organization of multiple events on land as well as out
on the North Sea. As things now stand the main activities in the UK will take place on
Monday 22 September, while in the Netherlands the events will occur later that same
week.
In this Bulletin you’ll find a lot of informative and interesting material. We do hope you’ll
enjoy the reading and we are looking forward to receiving any reactions you may wish
to share with us and with the other readers. And please do not hesitate to send in your
own contribution to the contents of the next Bulletin.

So far this time, till the next Bulletin!
Henk
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OUR NEW SOCIETY MEMBERS
As already related in the foreword we’re happy to welcome a considerable number of
new Society Members,
HMS Aboukir:
Mr Ernest William Brumpton,
Mr Sydney Thomas Claw,
Mr James Edward Sayer,
Mr Arthur Richard Town.
HMS Cressy
Mr George David Davi(e)s (born as David Stephen Rinaldi),
Mr Henry Charles Wickenden,
Mr Joseph Robert French,
Mr William James Cooley,
Mr George Henry Furphy,
Mr James Frederick Horn,
Mr Arthur Morgan,
Mr Norman Wilson,
Mr Henry William Corben,
Mr Henry George Bailey.
HMS Hogue
Mr Albert Humphries,
Mr William Wright,
Mr John Gambrill.
and their relatives and family members.
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MEMORIALS AND MONUMENTS
Mr Robin McGarel-Groves sent me the Memorial of midshipsman Anthony Alsopp which
is on the wall of the church at Wimborne St Giles, the seat of the Earls of Shaftesbury.
Anthony’s mother was the sister of the 7th Earl of Shaftesbury.

Mrs. Cheryl Arnold sent me a photo of the headstone of Mr. Richard Fennessy, at
Spalding Cemetary. The photo says it all. No words needed as Mr Fennessey has a sea
grave. Mr. Richard Fennessy (HMS Aboukir) was one of the first Members of our Society.
He was presented by Miss Cecilia Mann. Until now this is all I know about him: Richard
Fennessy, Private, CH/13254, (RMR/B/603), Royal Marine Light Infantry.

4

FROM HENK’s TREASURE CHEST

The Shoe
The wrecks of the cruisers are quite popular among amateur fishermen, since fish –cod
in particular- seem to do well there. A few weeks ago an angler came to see Klaudie (our
documentary maker) with quite a remarkable catch, see photograph. He was unable to
reproduce the exact location of the catch so it remains unclear above which of cruisers
he had been angling then. The shoe is currently drying at Klaudie’s place. It is her
intention as well as her husband Ben’s to set up a small sub-exposition in collaboration
with the Hague Scheveningen Museum Musee in order to put on display the various
objects that over time have been brought to the surface or washed ashore. This initiative
will be one of the centennial related events - that much can be unveiled already.
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ABOUT THE MEN
About William Pointer (HMS Aboukir)
William Pointer, able seaman, (220380) was son to Harry Pointer and Emma Ann
Pointer living 4 Essex Road, Westgate-on-Sea, Kent. He was 29 when he perished on 22
September 1914. This information and the picture, showing the crew on deck, were sent
in by Mr Pointers great-nephew Mr Brad Speller.

About Desse Edgar Grylls (HMS Aboukir)
Desse Grylls (1849U) was a Royal Navy Reservist, and his profession aboard was Stoker.
He was awarded three medals during his servicetime. He was born in Llanelly, Wales but
he lived in the Newcastle area. He was born around 1880, marries Isabella Hurst and
had a daughter called Eleanor. His wife Isabella died in 1919. (Presented by Mr. Alan
Bateson, Desse Grylls was the great grandfather of Mr. Bateson’s wife Carol. Mr. and
Mrs. Bateson live in Newcastle Upon Tyne).
About George Thomas Adams (HMS Aboukir)
Presented by Mrs Noelle Kotze, living in Selby. George Thomas Adams was an Able
Seaman, and in fact that is all Noelle knows about her great-grandfather. Anyone who
knows more?
George Thomas Adams, 205993. (RFR/CH/B/9765).
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About Anthony Victor George Alsopp (HMS Aboukir)
Anthony Alsopp was midshipsman, 15 years young, from Britannia Royal Naval College
at Dartmouth. He was son of the Hon. G.H. Alsopp, MP for Worchester from 1885-1906,
and Lady Mildred Alsopp, the sister of the 7th Earl Shaftesbury. Anthony was the first
cousin of the mother of Mr. Robin McGarel-Groves, Colonel Royal Marines. Mr. Robin
McGarel-Groves presents Anthony and sent me a photo of Anthony with his ship, the
Aboukir.

About John Robert Davies (HMS Aboukir)
Presented by Mr Ian Morrall. John Robert Davies was an able seaman, was married and
had a daughter, Dorothy Davies. Any more information about him is very welcome.
John Robert Davies 178192 (RFR/CH/B/5466)
About Andrew Read Thomson (HMS Aboukir)
Presented by Mrs Wendy Ashley from Canterbury, Mrs Asley is Andrew’s
Granddaughter. Her daughter Mrs Brigitte Saint, from Canterbury belongs to our Society
too. Andrew Thompson was Chief Armourer aboard Aboukir. 340547. He was husband
of Elisabeth Thomson from 64, Upper Milton Rd, Gillingham. He died at the age of 42.
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About Thomas Arthur Jobbins (HMS Aboukir)
Thomas Arthur Jobbins was Stoker 1st Class aboard Aboukir. His granddaughter Mrs S.M.
Topley gave me this token of remembrance at the Ceremony at St. George’s Centre,
Chatham, 22 September 2012:

About Frank Douglas (HMS Aboukir)
Frank Douglas made it safely back home. He was rescued and ended up in The
Netherlands. Presented by his granddaughter Mrs Anita Reason – Edwards.
About Thomas William Young (HMS Aboukir)
Mr Robert Cross just after the meeting in Chatham 22 September 2012 found out that
his great uncle was aboard Aboukir of the fateful day, and died the day before his 21st
birthday. The only thing he knows is that his name is listed on the War Memorial in
Chatham. What I (Henk) know is this: Thomas William Young, Stoker 1st Class, K15465.
Who knows more? Bxb26@msn.com
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About Patrick Scamaton (HMS Aboukir)
Patrick Scamaton was aboard the Aboukir the Ship’s Steward Assistant, age 24, Royal
Navy, 347430. He was son of Martin and Hepzibah Scamaton, of Gillingham; husband of
Emily Eleanor Scamaton, of 31, Gillingham Avenue, Gillingham, Kent.
He is presented by his Great-niece Mrs Margareth Nicholls and her husband Peter
Nicholls.
About Sidney George Willingale (HMS Aboukir)
Sidney George Willingale was a Petty Officer aboard Aboukir. Royal Navy, 197336. He
was the Great-uncle of Mr Keith Willingale, who presented him and sent me his service
record. This shows that Sydney was born 1 September 1889 in Southminster, Essex, and
that his occupation was ‘labourer’. He had brown hair, blue eyes and a fresh complexion.
His first term of service was 12 – 19 January 1889. At the bottom of his service record is
written: ‘D.D. 22 Sep 1914 Drowned in North Sea when Aboukir was sunk by a German
submarine’.
Mr Keith Willingale adds in his email: ‘Their Lordships were trying to come to terms
with submarine warfare, which was considered somewhat underhand and the victims
were therefore not described as “Killed in Action” in these early actions. Sydney was a
son of George Willingale, a labourer too. He married Elisabeth Margarate Smyth,
Marylebone, on November 3rd 1912. She was from Devonport, 20 years old, so 10 years
his junior. They did not have any children.
Interested? www.willingale.org
About William Thomas Page (HMS Aboukir)
William Page was a Leading Stoker, 291867, (RFR/CH/B/7537), Royal Navy. He was 33,
son of William Page, of Kirby Cross, Essex, husband of W.T. Page of High St, Langford,
Biggleswade, Beds. He left a young widow of 24 and two baby sons. Mrs Celia Shafto
Sharer (nee Page) who presented him, adds: ‘My father Clarence William Page (known
as Bob) and his brother Jack Passmore Page’.
About John W. Mussett (HMS Aboukir)
Colin Mussett wrote: ‘My grandfather was a seaman aboard HMS Aboukir who lost his
life on that day. (RNR, 2633 B) and I have recently visited his grave at ‘s-Gravenzande,
just south of The Hague’.
John Mussets body was washed ashore at an unknown spot somewhere on the Dutch
coast. Mr Musset was buried at ‘s-Gravenzande, a village situated at the end of an
imaginary straight short line between the spot where the cruisers went down and firm
land. This explains why s-Gravenzande cemetery is the last resting place of some more
drowned men from the cruisers.
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Funeral at ‘s-Gravenzande
About Reginald William Clover (HMS Aboukir)
Presented by Mr John Giles, from New Romney, Kent. John has a son Nicholas (51) and a
daughter (49). Son and daughter are direct descendants of Reginald William Clover.
Reginald was the grandfather of John’s wife, who died two years ago. After his death
Reginald’s two sons were adopted.
About John William Fysh (HMS Aboukir)
Presented by Colin Fysh, his grandson. He writes: ‘My grandfather was John William
Fysh, 2986A, Royal Naval Reserve. He was killed two months before my father also
named John William was born here in King’s Lynn. Life must have been difficult for my
family at that time. Did my Grandfather survive is a question I certainly would like to
have answered. His body was never found so there is no grave or marker. His story
along with his life ended by the pushing of a button by a German sub mariner by the
order of another German’.
Colin is very interested in the names of the survivors who were in Holland. He just wants
to be sure his grandfathers name is not on the Dutch survivors list. I’m doing my utmost
to retrieve those lists.

About Ernest George Haynes (HMS Aboukir)
Mr Colin Haynes presents him and tells this sad story.
To start with an excerpt from The Great Yarmouth Mercury of the 31st of October 1914.
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‘Grief and Sorrow for the Lost’
Only a comparatively few homes have been gladdened by the return of husband or
father from the disaster. Across others, the grim great shadow of war has fallen, bringing
grief and broken hearts.
One of the most moving stories is that of Mr. Ernest George Haynes (Mr Colin Haynes’
grandfather) whose home was 9, Blackfriars Road. His vocation was that of a fisherman
but like so many more of his trade he belonged to the R.N.R. and when the call came in
August he, with his mates, left home and loved ones for Chatham. In November he would
have finished his time with the Naval Reserve – now he will return no more.
He and his distracted widow not long since shared an almost overwhelming sorrow
when death robbed them of their only child of six years old. They were together looking
forward to the joy of another little one in a few months, but this cruel war has
intervened and the wife is left alone to face the grey sorrowful future.
We are sure the warmest sympathy of the town will go out to her in her terrible hour of
grief.
Mr Haynes was a steady loyal man, a good kind husband, a pleasant sociable companion.
Among his neighbours he was greatly liked and respected for his amiable qualities and
he was well known at the Mission to Seamen where he worshipped.’
Mr Colin Haynes adds: ‘Ernest George Haynes was lost on HMS Aboukir when it went
down on the 22nd of September 1914. The “little one” mentioned was my father, Ernest
John Haynes, born on the 2nd of December 1914. He was brought up by his mother and
two maiden aunts. He went to marry in 1942 and had two sons, myself and Graham.
My grandfather is commemorated on the War Memorial in St. George’s Park, Great
Yarmouth and at Chatham.
After my father’s death, through searching family history, we found out that my
grandfather had been married before (to Harriet) who passed away after giving birth to
a daughter, who in turn gave birth to a daughter, Brenda. Breda now lives in Great
Yarmouth and we have been in contact.’
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Mr Ernest George Haynes is on second row, second man from the right.

About William James Cooley (HMS Cressy)
William James Cooley, Pte CH/7606 (RMR/B/880). Royal Marine Light Infantry, was
born in St Matthew’s parish 2nd Nov 1875, baptised with 2 of his siblings at St Matthew’s
7 July 1886, killed in action Tue, 22nd Sep 1914.
He enlisted in the Chatham Division of the Royal Marine Light Infantry on 24 October
1893. The 1891 census shows William Cooley, plasterer born 1849 in Haggerston,
London and his wife Mary born 1859 in Chelsea, London living at 16 Vicarage Terrace
with their children William (1875), Porter born Kingsland London 1876, May born Stoke
Newington, London, George born Wood Green 1880, Lottie 1884, Edmund 1888 and
Richard 1891, the last 3 born in Cambridgeshire. In the 1901 census William was at 8
Short St, Sheerness, with his wife Alice born 1880 in Stoke Newington, London. He
married Alice Swan in the last quarter of 1900 in Sheppey. In the 1911 census he is
shown as a general labourer living at 53 Russell St. Mile Town, Sheerness with his wife
and children, all born in Sheerness, William 1903, Reginald 1905 and Frances 1902. He
had signed on for a number of years with the colours and then a period on the reserve,
so that he was called back when war was declared.
This is a chapter from the book Mr David Pilkington from Cambridge wrote about ‘The
War Memorial in St. Matthew’s Church Cambridge’.
Many thanks to Mr. Pilkington, for the photo too.
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The War Memorial at St Matthews Church, Cambridge
About Herbert Best (HMS Cressy)
Presented by Miss Wendy Lang, Strood, Rochester, Kent. Herbert Best was a Leading
Stoker, 309591, 27 years. He was the son of Mr and Mrs Best, of Wales and husband of E.
Best, 6, Collis Street, Strood.
This is what Wendy wrote me in April 2012: ‘Back up until a few months ago I knew
nothing about Herbert or Harry as everyone called him. My Auntie Elsie told me he was
her and my mum’s cousin. All I know about him is what my Auntie told me that his name
is on the War Memorial on the Great Lines in Gillingham. He was 27 years old. I know he
was married and lived not far from where I now live (but I did not know that until now).’
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About Charles Strickland (HMS Cressy)
Presented by Stewart McLaughlin. I quote from his email 12 July 2012. ‘There is an
interest here from the Officers at Wentworth Prison about attending the service at
Rochester Cathedral. One of our former officers was Charles Strickland. He had been a
former rating in the Royal Navy and was called up in 1914 as part of the RFR and was
lost on HMS Cressy.
Strickland Row, at the back of the prison, was named in his honour and there is a photo
of him in the small prison museum we have here.’
Mr. McLaughlin is Honorary Curator of Wandsworth Prison Museum.
The Honour Roll of HMS Cressy says: ‘Able Seaman, 104408 (RFR/CH/B/713), Royal
Navy. Age 53 (served as Haydon). Husband of Hannah Strickland, of 56, St. Ann’s Hill,
Wandsworth, London’.
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About Charles Townsend (HMS Cressy)
Presented by Mr. Tim Cowen. The Honour Roll of HMS Cressy says only this: Townsend,
Armourors Mate, Charles, 342373, Royal Navy.
I quote Mr Tim Cowen from his email 10 November 2012: ‘Dear Sir, I have just recently
been handed a copy of a newspaper report on your book concerning HMS Cressy. For
your information I live in Kent in the UK. The name of my house is ‘Cressy’. When I
purchased the house in 1999 the lady that lived there (she is now about 104 years old)
told me that her husband built the house in 1934. Her husband’s father was a Charles
Townsend, servicenumber 342373 armourers mate, who went down with HMS Cressy
on 22nd September 1914. Therefore the house was named after this ship. ...... I would add
that I am very proud of this association with the ship.’
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The original house plate name, carved by the son of Charles Townsend, now on the shed
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About James Sydney Lench (HMS Cressy)
James is presented by his granddaughters Margaret Clifton-Smith and Sue Pike. This is a
compilation of the emails I received from them in December 2012.
‘(Margaret) The information I have on my grandfather, Able Seaman James Sydney
Lench is that he is the son of Luke Francis and Mary Jane Lench, of London Fields,
Hackney, London. In 1895 aged 24 years, he married a French lady Marie Leguay. At that
time he was a seaman on HMS Excellent, Whale Island, Portsmouth. They had a daughter
named Gabriel Violet, but sadly his wife died. In 1903 he married my grandmother,
Annie Elisabeth Elliston. The 1911 census states he was a furnace stoker at Mortlake
Brewery in Surrey and by 1914 the family were living at Bow, East London where he
was employed as a foreman at a chemical works.
I believe my grandmother went to see him board the Cressy in either Tilbury or
Chatham. No doubt I will find out in due course.
According to my late mother, the first my grandmother knew about the sinking was
when a neighbour called out “Mrs. Lench, your husband’s ship has gone down!” She was
left with five children plus a step-daughter. In 1915 my mother and her elder brother
were sent to the Naval Children’s Homes in Chatham, and my mother was educated at
Chatham Grammar School.’
(Sue) ‘My mother was 8 when her father died and I don’t think she ever got over the loss.
There are other grandchildren, but they all live in Australia, but I will write about the
memorial as they may like to know about it. I will tell my own children and
grandchildren, as they may be interested to attend the centenary.’
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About Arthur Edward Elliston (HMS Cressy)
Together with James Lench, Arthur Edward Elliston too is presented by Margaret
Clifton-Smith. Arthur was her grandmother’s brother. He was a Sailmaker’s Mate
(201530, RFR/CH/B/9489), Royal Navy. He also died on the Cressy, aged 31. He was son
of Elisabeth Elliston, and husband of Lilian Elliston, of 497, High Rd, Leytonstone,
London. He married Lilian in 1913 and Margaret believes they had a daughter born in
1914. Margaret’s mother (I quote Margaret here) ‘said they (James Lench, her husband
and Arthur Elliston) were not supposed to be on the same ship but in the confusion both
found themselves on the Cressy.
About William Skarratt (HMS Cressy)

Mr Colin Pike presents his Grandfather William Skarratt. (Private, CH/12977,
RMR/B/1986. Royal Marine Light Infantry. Age 31. Husband of Emily Skarratt, of 34,
Darrell Rd. East Dulwich, London). Mr Pike writes (3 May 2013) ‘My maternal
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Grandfather was born in Endell Street workhouse in St. Giles Middx on 16th May 1881.
This date is from his birth certificate, but very interesting, when he applied for service
on 21 November 1901 he put his date of birth as 5 January 1884. This made him under
age by 45 days, perhaps somebody can explain this reasoning, or perhaps he was
unsure’ (question Henk, to all readers: someone who can help him out?).
He served in the RMLI until being honourably discharged in early 1914 to the Reserves.
He was then called back later in 1914. I have seen his name on the Memorial at Chatham,
it had a profound effect on me to see his name there.’
About Richard James Cole (HMS Cressy)
Richard James Cole is remembered at the Portsmouth Naval Memorial and presented by
Lawrence Christensen. Richard is Lawrence’s Great Uncle. He was a Signal Boatswain.
Lawrence mails me (13 December 2012)
‘I do have a photo actually taken on the bridge of the Cressy signed by my great uncle and
dated 1012. However I have tried to scan it in the frame and it won’t work and I am very
reluctant to take it out of the frame for fear of damaging it.
He was one of three orphaned brothers sent to the Arethusa. An old sailing ship moored
in the Thames for the orphans of sea farers, all three went to sea. My grandfather
becoming a captain in the Merchant Navy, having started at 12 years old on a 4 masted
Barque called the Port Jackson on a voyage round the horn to Australia, Dick and Charles
went to the Royal Navy. Charles later transferred to the Canadian Navy and was on
North Atlantic Convoys in the Second World War. My Grandfather John Alfred Cole
(Jack) survived both world wars.
I followed in his footsteps going to sea as a cadet at 16 but coming a shore to pursue a
business career after passing my First Mates ticket, I also served as an Officer in the RNR
mainly on Frigates and latterly minesweepers.’
About George James Keam (HMS Cressy)
Mr George Keam is presented by his granddaughter Mrs Vi Maidment, Gleneigh, South
Australia.
This is part of her email (20 December 2012):
‘I was in touch with Rochester Cathedral as I understood they included a memorial piece
for those lost in HMS Cressy, Aboukir and Hogue on 22 September 1914. My grandfather
was one of those who was lost and his body never found. I was heartened that it was still
an event someone remembered. I have read ‘Three Before Breakfast’ but had not
realised that here was yet another book about this incident. It was such a terrible event.
I am the great granddaughter of a Henry Keam who was licencee of the Neptune Inn on
Marine Terrace, Whitstable for 43 years from 1853 – 1897 and was researching my
family of Keam’s. I am in touch with another great great grandson who lives at
Whitstable, Kent and happened to mention to this gentleman how my grandfather
George James Keam had died.
My mother and the children were hop picking when they were told of the tragedy. My
grandmother of course collapsed and my mother Mary Jane, was bereft as she was also
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very close to her Dad. I have included a photo of George James Keam, around 40 years
old, with his wife Margaret Hannah and my mother Mary Jane to the left and her two
sisters, Ada and May. You will note it is a strange photo as my grandmother and the
children are in their widows ‘weeds’ (black) as the clothes were called. Left to bring up
three young children she realised she did not have a recent family photo. She did
however have a recent photo of just her husband George in his uniform. So this photo is
of her and the children after the event, with their husband and Dad cut into the
background. Done rather well I thought.
All very sad. Thank you for listening.’
I agree, very sad. But what a moving photo. George watching over his Family.
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About John Butler (HMS Cressy)

John Butler is the Grand Uncle of Mr. Brian Butler, he sent me this story.
‘John Butler war born Chatham 1878 and christened at St. Paul’s Chatham 14th April
1880, with three other siblings. His parents were George Whiterod Butler and Mary Ann
Barrett, They lived at 12 Bryant Street, Chatham. On leaving school John worked as a
labourer, he joined the Royal Marines Light Infantry on 18th March 1897.
By the time he had boarded Cressy he had been promoted to Sargeant in June 1914 and
had received two Medals the South African Medal (Natal) and the China Medal (Relief of
Peking), both awarded in 1902.
My Uncle is commemorated on the War Memorial at Chatham. The following in
Memorandum was printed in the local press.
1922 – Chatham Gilligham & Rochester News Roll 47, Medway Archives, Strood: ‘In
loving memory of Sargeant John Butler RMLI who lost his life on HMS Cressy, September
22nd 1914. Ever in our thoughts. From his sisters Alice, Polly and Amy, and Orphan son
John’.
There are a couple of questions regarding my uncle that eludes me at the moment, he
had a child, so:
1. Who was the wife of John?
2. Where were they married?
3. Where and when was his son born?’
Brian Butler: brian.btlr@googlemail.com.
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About Horace Andrew King (HMS Cressy)
Mr. Alan King, from Suffolk, presents his Great Uncle Horace.
He says: ‘He was a Royal Fleet Reservist serving aboard HMS Cressy from 2nd August
1914 and is listed as “Drowned in the North Sea when HMS Cressy was sunk by German
Submarine”. His wife, my Great Aunt, Margaret Fenton King, nee Chalmers, died in 1964,
their only daughter died in 1936.’
Horace was an Able Seaman, 190503 (RFR/CH/B/9004), age 33, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Andrew King, of Tooting, Londen, husband of M.F. King, of 19, Trewint St. Earlsfield,
London.
About Thomas Tierney (HMS Cressy)
Mrs. Christine Chatterton presents her Great Uncle Thomas Tierney. She wrote me: ‘I
have been interested in this story for many years as my Great Uncle Thomas Tierney
aged 24 and First Stoker died in the sinking of the Cressy. Not much family history was
available as his sister, my grandmother, died very young. His name is on the Cenotaph in
Hartlepool, England, where he was born and where all his family lived. We will visit it
next year to mark 100 years. As a stoker he would have no chance of survival. This is all I
know about him.’
Thomas Tierney, Stoker 1st Class, SS/106901. (RFR/CH/B/9533). Royal Navy. Age 26.
Son of James Tierney and Marjory Tierney, of 9, Thorne St. Wes Hartlepool, Co. Durham.
About Joseph John Chidwick (HMS Cressy)
This story I (Henk) found on the website www.doverwarmemorialproject.org.uk
‘Leading seaman Joseph John Chidwick. His account of his survival from HMS Cressy sunk
by German submarine U-9, 22nd September 1914, as recounted to me, his son, Samuel
John Chidwick.
“It was early morning when we were attacked. The Aboukir was hit first a when the
Hogue went to rescue survivors she got hit as well; they both sank quickly. Cressy then
went in. I was ordered to man a twelve pounder because someone had sighted a
submarine. I remember we got off a couple of rounds and then we were hit. I managed to
get out of the gun turret door, as I did so the ship began to keel over and I saw the turret
door slam on to one the other gun crew, it almost chopped him in half. I could not help as
Cressy was listing steeply. The ‘abandon ship’ was sounding and I just slid into the sea.
There were hundreds of men in the water, none of us had lifejackets. Many had already
drowned, they were kept afloat by the air trapped in their caps which were held on by
their chin straps. As I swam I was knocking off their caps and they sank. That’s how
many of us were in the water, so close together. I swam for a while and then I saw two
pieces of box wood floating nearby. I put one piece under each arm to keep me afloat. I
was beginning to feel the bitter cold and then I saw a barrel floating nearby. I thought it
would give me better support so I abandoned the wood and struck out for the barrel. It
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turned out to be a big mistake because when I went to grab the barrel it spun round and
round and I couldn’t get a grip. I tore the flesh from my fingers trying to grip it. By then I
was nearly done in and the cold was getting to me. I swam about and was on the point of
going down when I saw a large plank. One end of it was lifted out of the water. I
managed to climb on to it. I don’t remember much more, I remember the blade of an oar
coming towards me, it looked as big as the side of a house.
I came to in a camp in Nijmegen, Holland. (Remark Henk: this must have been IJmuiden, Holland)
While I was there two men came to see me, they were fishermen, they say they fished
me out of the drink. They told me that the reason my plank was lifting was because at
the other end were three dead men, each with a dead man’s grip on the other, the weight
of their sinking bodies tilted the plank. I am grateful to these men, they saved my life.”
About John Dear (HMS Cressy)
In Bulletin-3 you can read about John Dear, including photo of him and his family on the
website.
Kathleen Woodward, his granddaughter writes this:
‘My Grandfather, John Dear, was greatly loved in his extended family. He was the
younger son of George and Louisa Dear. He joined he Navy as a young lad, following his
elder brother, George William, who was a P.T. Instructor and then in the Coastguard
Service. My father, Jack, was only 6 years old when the Cressy was sunk. The effect of this
on my father was traumatic. He could not accept the fact that his father was actually
dead and constantly expected him to come home. His hatred of everything German could
have him unpredictantly angry. My sister and me learned how to cope with this. But it
was not easy at all. Before my sister was born I got a lot of support from his two sisters,
Hannah and Alice, they tried to make up to me for the loss of his father. They always
kept in touch, and when I was a young child they never forgot to send me presents. As I
grew up, relatives’ conversations always returned to the sinking of the three battle
cruisers. The extended family was quite large, as two brothers and a sister of the Dear
family married two sisters and a brother of the Loveday family. The family al thought he
should never have been called up again as he was already 42 years old and had served
his 21 years. Another disaster hit the family in 1915 when the “baby” of the Loveday
family, Arthur Lawrence Loveday, was killed at Gallipoli. WWII claimed two of the next
generation with the sinking of the HOOD and the BARHAM.
I remember even as recently as the 1970’s my father kept a large photograph of the
Cressy on the wall of his workshop.
A curious coincidence: in 1954 I returned from visiting a Dutch friend, and on the
journey from the Hoek to Harwich, the boat I was on must have been quite close to the
place my Grandfather had died 40 years earlier.’

About David Emmanuel Scott (HMS Hogue)
David Emmanuel Scott was a merchant seaman from Westmoreland, Jamaica. Born in
1865 he volunteered for service with the Royal Navy in 1892 and served on the depot
ship HMS Urgent. He came to England around 1900 and joined the RNVR at the outbreak
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of hostilities. He served just briefly on the Hogue. Unfortunately he was killed in a
boating accident at Scapa Flow on 24th August 1914.
(Presented by Mr David Scott)
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(Commentary Henk) When mobilised 27th July 1914 mobilisation Mr Scott was one of over
700 crew boarding HMS Hogue. He performed his duty just like the others did; many of
the crew members worked together with him as colleagues and were acquainted with
him; so his memory should be honoured here too, as it would had he shared the ill fate of
his fellow crewmembers.

About Frederick John Kennett (HMS Hogue)
Mr Malcolm Oatley presents his Grandfather Frederick John Kennett. He was born 31
January 1878 St John’s Margate Kent. According to his record of service his civil
occupation prior to entry was Lockman. Date of entry to Boys Service 18 February 1893.
On Entry he was of height 5ft 0.5ins, had dark brown hair, brown eyes, dark complexion.
It is no surprise that on 31 January 1896 (his 18th birthday), the physical description
about height changes: 5ft 2.5ins, but hair, eyes, complexion say the same. New detail:
Personal marks: anchor and heart on back of forearm. Heart with LT+FK and cross on
back of left forearm.
His official service number was Chatham 171792.
He survived the disaster of 22 September 1914 and WWI as a whole. He was
demobilized for salvage service on 16 September 1918.
His character: Very good throughout.
Mr. Malcolm Oatley writes me this (19 March 2012).
‘I have been contacted regarding the three ships and I understand you are looking for
relations of the crews. My grandfather served on HMS Hogue and was one of the
survivors. He swam with the ships ensign around his body and just before the Navy left
Chatham Dockyard my Mother gave it back to the last Dockyard Commander’.
‘This photo was taken when my Mother gave the flag back to the last commander of
Chatham Dockyard’.

This is part of my (Henk) answer (21 March 2012):
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‘Your Grandfather is in my book too. I found a story of an eye-witness. “one very strange
incident of the disaster was the way the ensign of the Hogue was saved. I do not know
how it happened but one of the stokers who had managed to escape got hold of the
ensign when he was in the water, and hung to it all the time he was in - two or three
hours. He had the ensign with him when we were in Holland, and had his photograph
taken with it in the background.”
The eye-witness did not mention his name. Do you have this photo? If not, as it was in
Holland, I will look for it.’
Malcolm answered: ‘Unfortunately I have very little original material. But we did have
the ensign and a couple of photographs which survived WW1 bombing and I have my
Grandfather’s naval record.’

‘My Grandfather is the chap seated with the goat on his lap. He was a sailmaker. He was
on China Station during the Boxer War of 1900.’

‘This one is of him at the end of his first service in 1908’.
(Henk) I still have not found a photo with him and his flag in a Dutch hospital bed. .
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About William Alfred Fox (HMS Hogue)
William is presented by Mr. Matt Pearce, William was his Great Grandfather.
This is his story:
‘My grandfather, who like his father also served in the Royal Navy for over 35 years used
to tell me the story of how his father died. I can remember him reading me extracts from
the book “Three before breakfast” all about how he lost his father, and can remember
how fascinating I found the story.
I have my Great Grandfather’s service record. Before my Grandfather passed away in
1993 he gave me his fathers medal and the brass plaque that my Great Grandmother
received as a result of my Great Grandfather drowning.’
The details I (Henk) have are William Alfred Fox, Stoker 1st class, SS/101584.
(RTR/CH/B/7020), Royal Navy, age 27.
Mr Pearce continues his story about William:
‘Born 2 June 1887. Clerkenwell, London. He was a Brass finisher. He was on the Hogue
from 2 August 1914. He was 5ft, 3.5 inches tall, hair light brown, eyes gray, complexion
fresh. Scar right side.
As far of the rest of my family is concerned, they pretty much all lived in Kent in the
Chatham and Gillingham area. My grandfather joined the Naval College in Greenwich,
London at about the age of 14 I think, as a result of my Great Grandmother struggling to
support a family due to the loss of my Great Grandfather. He later returned to Kent and
spent the rest of his life in the Gillingham area of Kent where my mother grew up. My
father grew up in Chatham so they know the area well.
I grew up in Surrey the county next to Kent so remember regular visits to Kent as a child
and teenager and was often taken to the Naval Memorial in Chatham and could see it
clearly from my Grandmother’s house in Chatham. Though I must have been too young
to remember if they pointed out my Great Grandfathers name at the Memorial. My
grandfather followed in his fathers footsteps and also joined the Navy and served during
the second world war and in total served for 35 years and was ranked as Chief Petty
Officer at the end of his career. I remember the stories he used to tell us of what life was
like serving during the second world war, escorting the Russian Convoys in the bleak sea
around Northern Russia and the North Atlantic.’
About Arthur Hopcraft (HMS Hogue)
Mr. Graham Hopcraft is the Great Great Grandson of Arhur Hopcraft. Mr Hopcraft and his
family attended with six persons at the ceremonies 22 September 2012
Rochester/Chatham.
Arthur William Hopcraft was an able seaman, 182221 (RFR/CH/B/5691). Royal Navy.
Age 36. Husband of Elisabeth Hopcraft, of West Norwood, London.
About Cuthbert Black (HMS Hogue)
Mr Cuthbert Thomas Black is presented by Mrs Laura Briggs. She wrote me this:
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‘My mother is Janet Black, whose father Arthur William Black was Cuthbert’s cousin. My
grandfather died in 1974 so I am unable to pass on any of his memories of Cuthbert. I
was contacted by George Hornby who also lost an ancestor on the Hogue (Henk: she refers
to Joseph Leonard Edmonds) and whose wife’s grandfather was a second cousin of
Cuthbert’s.
Cuthbert Thomas Black, able seaman, 2249922, Royal Navy, Age 26. Son of Francis and
Mary Black, of 127 Grange Rd, Plaistow, London. He was born at Gravesend, Kent.
About Henry Arnold (HMS Hogue)
Henry was Stoker First Class, 297700 (RFR/CH/B/9798). Royal Navy. Son of George and
Mary Ann Arnold, of 16, Fingal S., East Greenwich, husband of Lillian Ethel Arnold, of 14,
Fingal St., East Greenwich, London.
Mrs. Kay Weeden writes me this: ‘My dad was born in 1915 in 1915 and his dad died
when he was twelve. His most vivid memory of him was the impact the death of his
brother Henry had on him and the family when the ship he was on was sunk. About a
year after my dad died in 1998 a cousin found out that Henry’s name was on the
Chatham Memorial. My husband and I went and saw it and I was so sad that my dad had
lived only a ten minutes drive away from the Memorial not knowing. He would have
been very proud. Knowing this you can imagine the impact of the article in our local
paper about the service in Rochester Cathedral had on me. I was so grateful that John
Tice rang me and passed my details to you. It is very likely that his grandfather and my
great uncle worked near one another on the ship and knew each other. I knew nothing
about the other two ships being sunk’.
About Wilson Steele (HMS Hogue)
Wilson Steele was a Stoker 1st Class, K/11446, age 29. Son of Lucy A. Fowler of High
Street Clifford, Boston Spa, Yorkshire.
Mrs Carolyn Clemo writes me: ‘I read on the Navy News that you are trying to trace
relatives of those killed on HMS Aboukir, Hogue and Cressy. My mother is a niece of
Wilson Steele, a stoker on board HMS Hogue who was killed when the ship sank at the
age of 29. She didn’t know Wilson personally, he died before she was born but has
memories of his mother talking about her two boys. Wilsons brother Alfred Fowler was
later called up into the land forces and was killed at the Battle of Cambrai in 1917, aged
just 19.
Wilson was a navy regular who joined the service in 1906 and from his service record he
served on a number of ships before joining HMS Hogue in August 1914, just 1 month
before its sinking.
Wilson was originally from the country of North Yorkshire, his father was a gamekeeper
and it appears from the 1901 census that he helped his father in this occupation;
according to his service record though he was working for a local brewery at the time he
joined the Navy.’
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About Harry Hammond (HMS Hogue)
Harry Hammond is remembered at the Chatham Memorial. He was a blacksmith,
341183, Royal Navy, age 40. Long service and Good Conduct Medal. Son of George and
Ann Hammond, of Hove. Husband of Alice M. Hammond, of 1. Suffolk Street, Hove,
Sussex.
Miss Hazel Ferran writes this: ‘My Great Uncle Harry Hammond went down with the
Hogue. He was my great grandmothers brother.
I am hoping someone may have any photos of the men who were on the Hogue as I do
not have any of Harry. I have a photo of his son who also went into the navy and the
photo is of him in his naval uniform and I would say he looks a lot like his dad, as with
having Harry’s navy records it say what colour hair and eyes he had.’
FROM THE PRESS
Western Front Association Bulletin, July 2013
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Update on the survey: The war Graves of
HMS Aboukir, HMS Hogue and HMS cressy
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The Live Bait Squadron
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Monument for the men of the crulsers at The Hague Cemetery

first u'itl-rin the Navrr and latcr, aÍter

the
disastcr, also in popular spccch.
As ill luck u,.ould har.e it, the destroycrs of
this 7'r' Cruiser Squadron that r,l'ere in chargc
of protecting these cruiscrs r,vere temporarily
forccd to take shelter in their hor-rreports thc
21" September l914 because offoulr,vearher.

Yet thc three aging cruiscrs continued their
patrol duties on thc storm,y 21"' ancl in
the early hours of the 22"d of Scptcmber.
Badly armed ar-rd poorlr, armoured as thcy
\'verc, thelr u'ent on unprotected ancl rrerv
conspicuous to boot. Until that da.v thcir
crclr's hacln't )ret engaged in anv hostilities,

probablv not cven sighted a single eneml,
u,arship. Though propcr instructions hacl
been issued them to minimize the dangcr of
the submarinc weàpon) the lethal threat of
it didn't seem to havc actr.rallv sunk in u.ith
the oÍïicers..

A

German U boat, U-9,

on its

r,vav

south to the Channel had been forccd to
takc shelter too becausc of the boisterous
conditions at sea that very night. It had
done so on the seabed to avoid the violent
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hcaving near the surfacc of the sea. \M-ren it
rc surfàced, its captain, Otto Weddigen, got
sight of onc of the tl-rree lone British cmisers,
standing out u,ith her huge smoking hlnnels.
Soon thc other t\\,o ships also appeared in
the periscope's Íbcus.
Weddigen r'vaite d Íbrthe thre e unsuspccting
and unprotccted cruisers to comc realiv close
and thcn torpedoed them, one bv one. HMS
Hogue became the fii'st to receive a clircct
hit, out olthe blue. A great number of men
died instantlv in the explosions; many others
went down injurecl u.ith thc sinking vessel,
others werc lucky enough to jump or slide
into the cold searvater unscathed. ]ust r.r.hen
the crer'ys of the other tn o cruiseLs, r,vho had
come to their rescue, u,crc busv picking up

thc survivors, their ships \\,e re

torpe clocd

too.

In

lcss than t'"r.o hours' time all thre e

cruiscrs l.ere sunh.
Their rvrecks still rest on the North Sea
floor, mahing as many waterv graves for the
1,459 mer-r that.,verc hilled in the attack.
837 sun.iving seamerl rvere lr-rck-v enor-rgh

This is very intilguing too: this bucket Henk noticed
at a Dutch cemetery, some 213 years ago, in honour of these men ('s-Gravenzande) and untrl now
no success in finding out who put it there. No official Foundation tn this name, but same relatives
must have come aver to Holland and placed it.
Who did?
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