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INTRODUCTION, BY YOUR VIRTUAL CHAIRMAN 
 

Dear all, 
 
Welcome again to this Bulletin – the 11th in a row. It took some time to write it (No 10 was 
published in June). I’ll explain now, the most important reason was my proposal to you all to 
write and publish a Centennial Memorial Book, a ‘Coffeetable book’. I sent you my plan for 
that book and invited you to pre-order. In the meantime I researched my dossiers about the 
details of the content and contacted a lot of people and institutions to assist me in this, 
financially. And welcomed all pre-orders.  
A few weeks ago I had to accept that I cannot achieve this part of what some people say ‘my 
lifework’. The pre-orders quantity gave no basis to make this financially possible. Far too 
high a personal risk.  
I accept this fully, had my doubt beforehand, but would always have reproached myself, not 
having this give a try.  
And now: what can you expect from me in the time to come.  

- I’ll maintain the website, with the great help of my daughter Froukje,  
- I’ll keep on writing the Bulletin’s, as long as new men of the cruisers are presented by 

their relatives and others.  
- I introduce a new interesting item, The LBS Archives, the content to be announced in 

each Bulletin to come. Why? Because I wish for all of you, if you are interested, to 
have access to all I have here in Holland, on shelves and in my PC. Instead of the 
intended book. So, in the coming years, all of you have the additional background 
information.  

- And, ultimately I’ll hand over my archives, paper and digital, to a trusted 
organisation.   

 
In this Bulletin again you can read about many men on the cruisers. They have not been 
presented before and landed in my mailbox since the June 2015-Bulletin-10.  
 
Bulletin-12 will be there. I presume mid 2016.   
 
My best wishes for the year 2016 to you all. And: as always looking forward to your 
reactions. 
  
 
Henk H.M. van der Linden 
Chairman 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe, just let me know! 
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TO CONSIDER and react upon 
 
Mrs Una Urquhart, (her story about her relative James Shepard (Aboukir) was published in 
Bulletin-10), mailed me this, 28.07.2015: 

‘Dear Henk, I congratulate you on all your work this year and in previous years – you have 
given the opportunity for families of those killed to search their own documents and provide 
information about individuals (including my grandfather, PO James Shepherd).  From these 
you have created a unique historical record for the future, fascinating in detail and valuable 
for social history too. Thank you. Una.’ 

I loved her message, but left it at that, because I am pleased with every compliment, like 
them everytime they land in my mailbox, they encourage me, but I never publish them.  

14 October 2015 she reminded me of her email, and said: 

‘In Bulletin-11 which you are preparing, if you wish, please include my previous message’.  

My answer was, that I did not intend to publish her, by me, ‘deeply appreciated mail’, unless 
she can clarify what she wrote in het last lines. ‘So if you give it a try to write an explanation 
about what is included in this line, I’ll publish it. Why: because that is more than a 
compliment, as so many gave me, but a serious contribution to what I have done over the 
years’.  

And she did: 

‘In the family archives you have brought together, you have created a unique and fascinating 
historical record for the future.  Without your assemblage of documents, many facts might 
have been lost forever.  When we read about the lives of those who were killed, we can have 
some understanding of their lives before their service with the Royal Navy and we also learn 
a little about their families too.  These archives will be a valuable collection for future 
generations as well as for us.  The archives could be used not only by those who study the 
tragedy of war but also in social history studies.  For instance, researches might include the 
reasons why those in the Live Bait Squadron joined the Royal Navy,  the different areas of the 
United Kingdom in which they had lived, the style of official documents, or searches for 
information about the families they left behind.  A priceless collection indeed. 
 
Una Urquhart, Aberdeen 
11 11 2015 
 

What now? I know that many historians are on my mailing list, and I suppose they all read 
this. I am no historian, to me this message sounds OK and thrilling too. My appeal is this: 
‘Please help me with suggestions how to translate this in a practical way.’ I am in no need for 
a discussion between professionals in history and sociology, but if something practical pops 
up, I’ll be there for you all to arrange it and organise it. 

Idea?  Henk  
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 FROM HENK’s TREASURE CHEST 

 

 
 

Mr Frank W. Hayes who presents Harry Burr as a new Member of our Society (Aboukir), see 

later on in this Bulletin, sent me a list of all men on the cruisers, 22 September 1914, the 

men who died and all survivors. Thank you Frank for this! For practical reasons (the list is 

quite long) y’ll find it seperately on the website, named: The LBS Archive 1. The men on the 

cruisers 22 September 1914. In each Bulletin to follow I intend to present one or more items 

from my treasure chest.    

 

 

MEMORIALS AND MONUMENTS 

 

19 September 2015 I received this mail from Mrs Anne Edwards. Here she comes:  
 

‘As editor of the Great Yarmouth Mercury, I put together a supplement last November with 
1000 faces of men at war in 1915 and from the Great Yarmouth area. 
It was a reproduction of a book the Mercury published at the time, I know of only three 
copies of the book still around. 
I am sure I remember typing in Aboukir quite a few times with pictures of the crew. I can 
check for you on Monday and let you know. Pretty sure Cressy crew people were also 
mentioned. Hope I haven't raised your hopes - will let you know. Regards, 
Anne’ 
 
Of course I said yes! 
And this was her reply 
 

‘This is one page from the supplement we did, as I said before there are 1,000 faces in it from 
1915, and Page 4 was the first I saw the name Aboukir; Cressy and Hogue are also 
mentioned. The captions include whether the people were already lost when the book was 
originally produced in 1915. Wouldn't be surprised if a picture of William Henry King is in the 
supplement. It's finding the time to go through all the names - however, the supplement is 
available on our website, www.greatyarmouthmercury.co.uk on the home page on the right, 
I think. 
Anne’ 
 
 

This is an example of what you can find on Anne’s website. Great isn’t it? 
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(Top) 
Herbert William Cooper, HMS Aboukir; Henry Arthur Catchpole, HMS Hogne; George  Leggett,  
HMS  Cressy,  lost; 1st Class Petty Officer Mayers, HMS Cressy; 
Benjamin Gibbs, HMS Cressy; 
1st Class Stoker Charles Woods, HMS Aboukir, lost. 
(Middle) 
Petty Officer Stoker Henry Disney, HMS Basilisk,  Mediterranean  Fleet; 
George Postle, HMS Cressy; 
Chief Stoker Petty Officer George High, with  Atlantic Squadron; 
Frederick William Read, HMS Aboukir, lost; 
Ernest George Haynes, HMS Aboukir, lost; Bombardier H Maxted, 35th Heavy Battery, RFA. 
(Bottom) 
William  Sparkes,  HMS Lowestoft; 
Walter Berry, 1st Norfolks, killed at Mons, August  24; 
Lance-Corporal F Johnson, 1st Norfolks; Stoker H W King,  HMS  Aboukir,  lost; Lieut. Laurence, Royal 
Flying Corps, received the Gold Cross of the Legion of Honour, promoted to Captain, killed January  
2nd,  1915; 
Sergt A Cann, RAMC, lost in transport Royal  Edward,  August  1915. 
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ABOUT THE MEN 

 

About Archibald David Kerr (HMS Aboukir) 

 

Mrs Miranda Manser wrote  
 
‘My Great great Uncle went down on the HMS Aboukir. KERR, ARCHIBALD DAVID,  
Rank: Able Seaman; Service No:SS/2542; Date of Death:22/09/1914; Age:24 
Regiment/Service: Royal Navy; (RFR/CH/B/9932). H.M.S. "Aboukir." Panel Reference 2. 
Memorial CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL. 
 

And that is all about him. For now, who knows? 

 

 

About Lt James George Watson (HMS Aboukir) 

Mr Tom McCall  (09 09 2015): 

‘I have been researching my family history and my 1st cousin x3 removed was 
married to Lt James George Watson, who was killed on the attack on HMS 
Aboukir. 
 
I could provide a little personal information about him if interested and I 
would certainly be interested if The Society had any information about him. 
 
I have already discovered from your site that he did not die from the initial 
impact as he was trying to assist Cmdr Sells in securing secret documents.  
Therefore assume he must have subsequently drowned’. 
I answered him to say James was very welcome, and this was his reaction 21 09 
2015):  
  
 
‘Dear Henk, 
 
Thank you I much appreciate that and I am kicking myself that I missed the 
centenary memorial service, I would have attended for him, but only recently 
found out it had taken place! 
Here is some information for your bulletin:- 
 
James George Watson was born on the 27th June 1881 in Milngavie, 
Stirlingshire, he was the son of Henry Chamberlain Watson and Janet Burgess 
Watson. James became a Midshipman in 1900, a Sub-Lieutenant in 1906 and 
Lieutenant in 1910. 
He was 2nd Officer on the RMS Empress of Russia and Chief Officer on the RMS 
Empress of Asia, prior to outbreak of War. 
Married in Vancouver, British Columbia on 3rd September 1913 to a fellow scot  
Jeanette Macindoe (they were only married just over a year before his death on 
the Aboukir, and had no children). 
Lived at 26 Park Circus, Ayr. 
Remembered on the Chatham Naval Memorial. 
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Thanks to your website, as I mentioned previously I  know that he did not die 
from the initial impact as the Cmdr Sells recollection shows he was assisting 
him in securing secret documents, therefore assume he must have subsequently 
drowned. 
I would be grateful if anyone had a photo or could add anymore info.’ 
 

Henk: ‘So, all of you out there, does this ring a bell?’ 

 

About Harold (Harry William King (HMS Aboukir) 

 

30 July 2015 Mrs Carol Ann Wood sent me this message: 

‘I will be part of a group diving the wrecks next week. In conversation with my god daughter's 
father I discovered his greatgrandfather (my god daughter's great great grandfather)was 
called up as part of the Royal Naval Reserve and was on Aboukir when she was sunk. 
Although rescued (we think by the Hogue) he was lost as seek when his rescuing ship was 
sunk. 
He was Henry William King born 15 February 1880 and was a fisherman out of Lowestoft. He 
left behind his wife Mary Ann and 7 children. 
I will be hoping to lay a wreath on the Aboukir.’ 
 
My answer:  
‘Hi Carol, 
I now searched my dossiers, and this is what I have about Henry William King. He was a 
stoker on Aboukir, 1419U, Royal Naval reserve, age 34, son of James and Sarah King, of 
Pakefield, Suffolk, husband of Mary Ann Matilda King, of 46, Trafalgar Rd. East Gorleston, 
Norfolk. He is remembered at the Chatham Naval Memorial, Kent. 
If you have more about him, some photo's, some family memories, I'll publish them too.’  
 
Carol’s reaction 31 July: 
‘Hello Henk, so pleased to hear from you. I have some photos and I am godmother to his 
great great grand daughter who lives in Norfolk. He left a widow and 7 children.  
We will be living on a dive boat for a week but one night on land - would be great to meet up 
after the dive trip if it is possible! 
I have copied in our local organiser in Holland and the person who instigated the trip 
Also copied in is Trevor who is the direct descendant of Henry (his great grandson) 
I will forward to you the information Trevor sent me yesterday.’ 
 
She included Henry’s naval records and his photo. 
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It proved impossible to meet each other in Holland, so after the diving she wrote me 11 

August: 

 

‘Sorry we didn't get to meet. I laid a wreath on the Cressy.  This is the naval record for 
William Henry King - my connection with him is that my God daughter Robyn is the great 
great grand daughter of William. Robyn is the daughter of my best friend Annie and her 
partner Trevor. Trevor is the great grandson of William and the family are still resident in 
Norfolk. 
I have copied Trevor in to this message. Annie and Robyn are currently in Turkey with Trevor 
for the summer holidays as Trevor works out there. Unlikely to be able to get any pix of 
Robyn until she returns to school in September’. 
 
Obviously the press noticed Carol’s diving trip and some readers reacted.  Some names are 

Mr. John Postle (about John Postle, Cressy), Mr Mike Button (John Samuel Button, Aboukir), 

Mrs Lynne Clarke (James Paul Wood, Hogue). You will find them again later on in this 

Bulletin. 

 

An example of the press record has been attached to the email announmcing this Bulletin. 

My technical skills proved inadequate to have them in my Bulletin.     

But this is not all about Henry William King 
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27 September 2015 Mr Michael (Mike) King sent me this email about his Grandfather: 

‘I am contacting you with regards to the recent photo of my family in the great Yarmouth 
mercury 25/9/15 re HMS Cressy. The picture shown of Henry Kings family is that of my father 
(youngest child in phot)o, his mum and brother and sisters. My grandfather is Henry William 
King, the man mentioned in the feature of the mercury.   
I have a photo of my grandfather from his time during the war that I would like to send you. 
If you could send me your e-mail address I would be more than happy to forward it to you. 
I would be very interested in talking with you further or helping you with any info you might 
need. 
 
My Grandfather was born in 1880 in Pakefield Suffolk. He was a Fisherman sailing out of 
Great Yarmouth Norfolk Before going into the Royal Naval Reserve Stoker Henry William 
King, Serving onboard HMS ABOUKIR. On September 22nd 1914 his Ship went to the aid of 
HMS HOGUE which had been hit by a Torpedo fired from a German U Boat while in he 
process of helping the survivors his ship was Torpedoed he survived and was picked up by 
HMS CRESSY the U Boat also sank this and he was lost at sea. He is Remembered on the 
Chatham War Memorial thus, In Memory of Stoker HENRY WILLIAM KING, 1419U, HMS. 
ABOUKIR, Royal Naval Reserve who Died aged 34 on 22 September 1914. Son of James and 
Sarah King of Pakefield, Suffolk. Husband of Mary Ann Matilda King, of 46 Trafalgar Rd. East. 
Gorleston Suffolk. Unfortunately he was killed a month after my Father was born. Hope you 
find this helpful. Please find enclosed photo’.   
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About John Samuel Button (HMS Aboukir) 

 

Mr Mike Button was one of the readers of the press information about Carol’s diving trip. 

He wrote 2 October 2015: 

 
‘Hi, my name is Mike Button I am writing this on behalf of my dad who does not have email. 
My grandfather also perished on H.M.S Aboukir.  
> His name was John Samuel Button of 47 Park road Lowestoft. I have a port of Chatham 
index register of names & addresses of ALL those who fell in the year 1914. > This register has 
over 120 pages of names & addresses. I also have lots more information. I hope this may 
help?’ 
  
 
About Harold (Harry) Burr (HMS Aboukir) 

 

Mr Frank W. Hayes wrote 15 June 2015:  (Able Seaman Harold (Harry) Burr J/2742) died 
aboard HMS Aboukir 22 September 1914. I presume that both medals were given to either 
his mother or wife during 1919.  
The way the medals have been mounted makes me believe that Harolds Widow or Mother 
has sewn on the clasp. I feel that she may have worn his medals some time or another. 
Harold was an Able Seaman when he died Sep 1914 which leads me to believe that he joined 
the Royal Navy around 1910 because he would have been a Boy Seaman, then Ordinary 
Seaman, then Able Seaman.  When he died he would have been in his early twenties. If that's 
the case then he would have been born around 1880 likewise his wife if he was married. The 
medals were discovered in London I believe in the 1970s probably disposed of when his wife 
died.  She would have been in her 90s by then. Supposition but probable. I am determined to 
find a relative of Harold and will succeed. 
 
Anyone who can be of help? Please contact me, Henk 
 
 



11 
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About Thomas P. Royes (HMS Aboukir) 
 
Mr James Walden: 30 September 2015.  
 
‘My Great Uncle Thomas P.  Royes who served on HMS Aboukir is buried in The Hague and 
shares a grave with eight others, who were either on the Aboukir, Cressy or the Hogue. It 
would appear that there was at one time nine names on the headstone, but a blank space, 
seems to suggest to me, that a name has been removed. 
 
Now the point of writing is, I cannot find any reference to those buried in the one grave. I 
have seen just snippets of references to bodies being washed ashore along the coast, but no 
specific details. Also saw a small photo showing a military funeral service being conducted, 
with three coffins evident.  
Can anyone shed any light on those interned in this grave, why all buried together, while a 
couple from the same tragedy are buried separately at the same site’. 
 

Some way or another I missed this email, but ultimately found it, while checking old mails for 
this Bulletin.  
 
So 22 December I wrote: 
 

Dear James, 
 
My real apologies not answering you before. This is not a habit of mine, not answering, but 
somehow your email was unnoticed. But here I am, checking all emails before writing 
Bulletin-11, due in a few weeks. And I trust you will understand that I have just now no 
answer to your questions, but I'll do my utmost to help you in this. It can take some time 
searching the archives, but you have my promise it will be done. 
 
Kind regards, Henk  
 
And this was his response, 22 December 2015: 
 
Thank you for your response, as an old expression goes "better late than 
never", I understand that research will take time. 
 
Since I wrote to you, I travelled to The Hague and visited my Great Uncle 
Thomas Percy, in fact, I also visited his two brothers, who also died in the 
great war.  Thomas had a brother Frank, whose ship. HMS Formidable, was 
torpedoed and sunk, off the coast of England, a little after 2:00am on the 1st 
of January 1915.  His other brother, Edwin George, was killed at the Somme on 
the 2nd of September 1915.  There was also a younger brother, William, he died 
just as WWII was about to start, so the mother lost all her sons to wars, I 
cannot imagine how that loss must of felt. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you in the new year and hope you and your 
family have a pleasant festive season. 
 

James 
 
And this is what James refers to: 
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So, my (Henk’s) request, who can help me out on this? I am sure a lot of historians are 
triggered now to find an answer to James’ question. T.P. Royes is from now on special to me. 
If you know how I got involved with the men on the cruisers, you know why. My accidental; 
visit to a cemetery in The Hague, where I lost my way (was looking for sonme other 
monument) and suddenly met with this. And James is the first of relatives of the eight on the 
monument who now is one of our Society.     
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But: interesting the blank spot on the monument. A name must have been erased. No idea 
why. I have been there over a dozen times, did see it, did not notice it. Very peculiar. This 
too needs some research. Any helping hand?  
 
 
About Cpt Clifford Field (HMS Aboukir) 
 
Mr Gary Blakeley from Toronto, Canada,  wrote me Wednesday 30 December 2015: 
 

‘I only recently discovered your website...  I was researching Captain Clifford Field of the 
Royal Marine Light Infantry, who died when HMS Aboukir sank, and was wondering if you 
had any information on him. 
 I look forward to hearing from you... 
 
My answer: 
 

‘Dear Gary, 
Your email arrived just in time. I am to publish my Bulletin-11 next week, and shall welcome 
him.  
This is what I know about him: 
 Captain Clifford Field joined the Royal Marine Light Infantry as a second lieutenant in Januari 
1901 and was given the position of Instructor of Musketry, Mediterranian Station in 1911. He 
was appointed to the Aboukir on July 13 1914. Age 31. He was the eldest son of William Lee 
Field and Kate Field, of 'Newlands' 17, North Side, Streatham Common, London. He was 
native of Clapham London’. 
 
And this was his reaction: 
 

‘Dear Henk, 
According to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission website Captain Clifford Field was 
the first officer of the Royal Marine Light Infantry to die in WW1. I think this is an interesting 
fact, and perhaps worthy of inclusion in Bulletin-11.  
All the best, 
Gary’ 
 
However, 4 January 2016 he wrote this: 
‘Henk, I have been doing more research into Clifford Field and I’m sorry to say that I now 
believe the Memorial Plaque I own was probably awarded to Lance Corporal Clifford Stanley 
Field, who died on 11 August 1918.  
I believe this is true because I tracked down the UK owner of the Field family medals and 
plaques. Some years ago he bought items relating to all three of the Field brothers, including 
Clifford, from the same source, so I think it’s pretty safe to assume that the plaque he owns is 
correct. 
I apologize for misleading you; it was not intentional. Until this round of research I was not 
aware that casualties middle names were sometimes omitted from Memorial Plaques. 
I hope this doesn’t cause you too much inconvenience. 
All the best, Gary 
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Gary, no need to apoligize. You paid respect to Cpt Clifford Field, and without knowing to 
Clifford Stanley, his brother too. It may be so that this way the second brother has his private 
remembrance, thanks to you.   
  

 
About Thomas Edward Funnell (HMS Aboukir) 
 
Sent (17 October 2015) by Mr Peter Furnell (no, no mistake, both names are OK, although 
the difference, I presume at some time in history it went different. Perhaps Peter can 
explain.  
 
‘According to information I found some years ago in the church in Burwash, my grandfather's 
cousin Thomas Edward Funnell was a leading stoker on the Aboukir when she was sunk’. 
 
I am afraid I have no extra info about him.  
 
 
About Edmund Sturley (HMS Aboukir)  
 
Mr Kevin Hitchcock sent me this:  
 
‘ Hi there, i work as a library assistant at King's Lynn Library. Last year i put on a display to 
mark the centiniary of 22/9/14 as there was a lot of Lynn men on the ships. This year i was 
interviewed by BBC radio Norfolk on the subject broadcast 11/11/15 on the Nick Conrad 
show at about 10 am. Since when i've recieved a letter from the grandchild of an Aboukir 
survivor named Edmund Sturley. I'm now trying to get more details. There were many RNR's 
from the East coast on the three ships. 
I believe the broadcast is still available on BBC iplayer BBC radio norfolk. 
I would be very happy to inform you of the information we have at Lynn Library 
 
Of course I answered, but until now no reaction. 
 
   
About James Smellie (HMS Cressy) 
 
Mr Gordon Masterton wrote me this, 12 August 2015:  
 
‘I chair a group researching the Bridge of Weir War Memorial. One of our war dead was 
Engine Room artificer James Smellie who went down with HMS Cressy. 
http://www.bridgeofweirmemorial.co.uk/profile-smellie.html  
If you have any further info on James I'd be delighted. The website page lists all that we know 
about him so far.  
Gordon Masterton’ 
 
Mr Masterton and his Group really did a fine job. I advice all readers to visit this part of the 
his site, the Bridge of Weir War Memorial.  
 

http://www.bridgeofweirmemorial.co.uk/profile-smellie.html
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About George James Postle (HMS Cressy) 
 
30 September John Postle wrote after reading the article in the press. His grandfather was a 
survivor. 
 
‘My Grandfathers full name was George James Postle. As far as I'm aware, after the sinking 
of Cressy, after a short spell back at (I believe) Pembroke (shore base) he, along with other 
survivors, joined the Lancaster. I can try to piece together further details should they be of 
interest to you or your connections.’ 
 
 
About George Bunn (HMS Cressy) 
 
Mrs Amanda Brindle wrote 6 August 2015: 
‘Good Morning, I have tried subscribing, however, do not seem to be able to transcribe the 
page. I am the Great Grandaughter of George Bunn, whom served on the HM Cressy. I have 
always been interested in in this historical event and researching when time allows me. 
I would appreciate any further information and how to subscribe to the site’.  
 
She has a subscription now, but until now no information about George Bunn. And this is 
what I have about him: 
 
Georghe Bun was a Seaman, 5222B, Royal Naval Reserve, age 27. He was a son of Thomas 
and sarah Bunn, of Begleyy s Yard, North Street, King’s Lynn, and husband of Margareth 
Bunn, of Devonshire Yard, North Street, King’s Lynn, Norfolk. 
 
 
About Sam Challinsor (HMS Cressy) 
 
From Mrs Sharon Ward, 10 May 2015:  
‘Hi, My grandmother has a photo of a young man in uniform and under it has Sam Challinsor 
22nd Sept 1913 HMS Cressy.I believe it may have been her step brother they lived Bangor Co 
Down N Ireland. Would the photo be useful for any historical displays or if you have had any 
enquiries from direct family members? 
Thanks’. 
 

Unfortunately until now I did not receive the photo. 
 
 
About Edmund James Piper (HMS Cressy) 
 
My conversation with Mrs Lynda Marklew, 26 September 2015: 
 
‘I have been doing my Family tree for some years now, and I found out that my Great 
Grandfather's brother, Edmund Piper was an engineer on HMS Cressy. I was informed by 
another member of the Piper family that he didn't stand a chance of surviving being in the 
engine room.  I looked on the Census and it would seem he had 7 children!  I believe he 
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signed up at the beginning of the WW1 but gave a false age as he was actually retired from 
the Navy for some time. I think he was in his 40's when he re-enlisted. 
I only made contact as I came across this site while I was looking for information about HMS 
Cressy.  He is on my maternal side of the family. I presume his name is on the Memorial at 
Chatham.’ 
 
Edmund James Piper was an Engine Room Artificer 1st Class, 148209, Royal Navy. Age 49. He 
was awarded with the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. He was the husband of Ellen 
S. Piper, of  59, Stafford St. Gillingham, Kent. 
 
 
About Mr Edward Bunce (HMS Hogue) 
 
Mrs Mary Sawtell wrote me 22 September 2015: 
 
‘A great grand uncle died on HMS Hogue. 
His body was not found, he has a memorial at Chatham.  There is a list available of the men 
memorialized there.  UK, Commonwealth War Graves, 1914-1921 and 1939-1947.  I have the 
page with his entry and men from the other ships are also listed. 
Edward Bunce, Petty Officer, RN, Chief Stoker HMS Hogue. He was from Ibstone, Bucks and 
there is a plaque in St Nicholas Church, Ibstone’.  
 
And Mrs Hilary Woodward mailed me this, 18 November 2015: 
 
‘My relative Edward Bunce was a stoker on The Hogue and died in the sinking I will try to find 
more information.  He is mentioned on a War Memorial at Chatham. I didn't see his name on 
your crew list’. 
 
The info below is from Mrs Mary Sawtell.  
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About Mr James Paul Wood (HMS Hogue) 
 
Again it is thanks too the message in the paper about Carol wood’s diving tour to Holland 
that a new Member has been presented, by Mrs Lynne Clarke: 

On 1 Oct 2015 she wrote 

‘Hi Idive, 

I recently read and have kept an article in the Western Morning News about your 
involvement in laying a special wreath on the war graves of those lost in the above. 
I live with my family in Devon and was born here but my parents were not. 
Hence it was with increasing interest I read the article as my late maternal Grandfather was 
a crew member on the Hogue when she was torpedoed. 
He was James Paul WOOD – an incredible co-incidence bearing in mind Carol Wood’s role 
and married name- known as Jim Wood. 
Jim was the son of a Whitby herring fisherman and curer. 
He lied about his age to join up and was 16 when the Hogue went down He survived and was 
picked up by a Lowestoft smack and landed in Harwich 3 days later. 
My Grandfather went on to serve on the armed liner HMS Laconia in East Africa during the 
bombardment of Dar es Salaam. 
He then served on a trawler fitted with submarine detectors which escorted a convoy to 
Malta. 
He was in Italy when WW1 finished and received the Naval Reserve Long Service Medal in 
1929 the year my late Mum was born and was discharged in 1939. 
Jim Wood was a keen rower and Gig team member winning novice junior and senior races He 
was also a keen footballer and played for Whitby.  
My younger daughter and I did some investigation into our family and discovered that his 
future wife my Grandmother’s cousin-family name CAMPBELL- was also on the Hogue when 
she sank and was sadly lost presumed drowned. 
We don’t know if they knew one another at that stage but it was an extraordinary co-
incidence. 
It was with pride and emotion that we read about the wreath Carol laid. 
The piece brought my Grandfather’s story to vivid life and I wish he and my late Mum were 
here to share it with them. 
I hope this info has been of interest to you and thank you 
Sincerely, 
Lynne Clarke 
  
Carol’s answer: 
‘ Lynne,  
What an amazing story - wood is actually my mum's maiden name and interestingly my 
family come from Yorkshire! I have copied your information to Henk who runs the website 
and Deb from the BSAC PR company. We are hoping to do some follow up to the story and 
yours is amazing’.  
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About T.H.F.  Bernard (HMS Hogue) 
 

Presented by his son Mr Tom Bernard, 25 September 2015, he sends me a part of his father’s 
diary:  
 

‘An extract from a diary of T H F Bernard, age 19, at the time serving on the Hogue, 
covering the 22 September1914  incident. 
‘Up guard and steerage’. I woke with a start, surely it was not turning out time yet. I looked 
over the hammock, and yes it was right enough. The Master at arms was coming along the 
messdeck , ‘come along up guard and steerage one of our ships has struck a mine’. I slipped 
into my overalls and shoes and without stopping to lash my hammock bundled it into the 
canteen and rushed up onto the forecastle. 
There we watched the ‘Aboukir’, she was about 300 yards ahead off our starboard bow, 
the other ship with us, the ‘Cressey’, was about 400yards off our starboard beam.The 
‘Aboukir’ only had a slight list to starboard. As we watched she continued to heel over very 
slowly and lowered her port side boats, which pulled away to await events. Her ships 
company were standing by to abandon ship all along the port side. It was a fine sight , 
every man at attention awaiting the order to ‘abandon ship’. She was at an angle of 90 
degrees, the men climbed over onto the port side and a few walked along the masts which 
were level with the water. We had been busy lowering our boats, standing by rafts and 
ropes over the side and by every piece of available wood which would be capable of 
keeping a man afloat. 
Our Captain said, ‘stand by I am just going ahead’ and we awaited orders to throw 
over the rafts etc. 
SWISH! I looked aft in time to see the Quarterdeck blown up in dense volumes of black 
smoke. The shock was comparatively slight. We were being attacked by submarine and it 
was not a mine which had sealed the fate of ‘Aboukir’. We were settling down much faster 
than did the ‘Aboukir’ and I decided to remain on the upper deck. 
Water tight doors were being closed but it was useless as a second torpedo amidships sealed 
our fate. A few moments earlier we were going to the assistance of another ship, now we 
were useless and had to rely on what help the ‘Cressey’ could give. There was no panic, 
simply quiet excitement. 
Abandon ship came at about 7.05 am. I had my shoes off and stood in overalls and 
underclothes. Turning to the seaman behind me I said, ‘are you going over?’ he said ‘yes’;I 
said ‘right go on’ and he climbed over on to the port anchor and went in. I followed him 
with, I think, a fairly  neat dive.  After about 35 minutes I was picked up by H M S Lowestoft 
and taken in to Harwich. In all about 1400 lives were lost. 

 
T. H. F. Bernard’ 

This needs no comment. Great, Tom, thank you!!.   
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About Harry Stephen Wells and Sidney Giles (HMS Hogue) 
 
This information comes from Mr Alan Burchett, to start with 14 October 2015.  
 
‘ I have been researching my familiy for many years and knew of many that died during 
WW1, most of which were in the trenches. But I knew nothing of the Live Bait Squadron until 
i came across a record of one my relations who died on HMS Hogue. After some research and 
vast amounts of reading i put this to the back of my mind, until today, i have just come across 
the records of a second member of my family (albeit through marriage) that was on the same 
ship and also perished the same day. 
They are: 
Harry Stephen Wells, born 1895 in Beckenham, Kent, service details Telegraphist - J/8634. 
Sidney Giles, born 11/12/1889 in Pembury, Kent, service details Stoker - K1042 
 
These two would not have known each other through family as they are from different 
branches but they are now being remembered for the lives they gave. 
 
A wonderful site with very interesting information. 
Thanks you for letting me share’. 
 
And this was his response to my answer: 
 
‘Some short history for my 2 Ancestors: 
Harry Stephen Wells (J8634) was born on the 20th Oct 1894 to Herbert Stephen Wells & 
Roetta Campan in Beckenham, Kent. He was the eldest of 8 children and joined the Navy in 
Chatham at 15 years old as a Signal Boy where he signed on for 12 years. 
In 1911 Harry was in Devenport training as a Boy Telegraphist & by 1913 he had been 
promoted, At the age of 17 he was a Ord Telegraphist & went on to serve on HMS Juno & 
HMS Actaeon before joining HMS Hogue.  
His brother Frederick joined the Navy in Feb 1918 although he never saw action. 
  
Sidney Giles (K1042) was born on 11th Dec 1889 to Charles Giles & Elizabeth Fuller in 
Pembury, Kent. He was one of nine children. Sidney joined the Navy on the 20th July 1908 at 
the age of 18 years old in Chatham where signed on for 12 years. 
Sidney started his career as a Stoker and by 1914 had been promoted to Ldg Stoker and had 
serverd on HMS Boadicea, Commonwealth, Actaeon & Neptune before joining HMS Hogue.’ 


